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(Begi nni ng of Webi nar.)

>> Kl RK BEHNKE: So, thank you, everyone,
for joining us today for Tablet Conputers Equals Success
for Students -- Success for Struggling Students. And
|'"d like to welcone you all to the -- the live
presentation, which is happening today on
Septenber 17th, at 11:00 o' clock in the norning.

We have a pretty full house today. | had
about 45 people registered. W have 33 in the main
room so |'massumng that nore people will be comng in

as we nove al ong.

This is a recorded sessi on. It will be
avail abl e -- excuse ne -- on the Texas Assi stive
Technol ogy Network main site. |f you have any

questions, comrents, or resources which you' d like to
share with the group, feel free to go ahead and type
themin the chat window W' d be real appreciative if
you do have any resources to share as we nove al ong
t hroughout the presentation today.

|'"d like to introduce to you M ke
Marotta. He is our assistive technology practitioner,
and he's from New Jersey. He does -- he does
prof essi onal devel opnent. He does technical assistance.
He works in -- in the -- for the State of New Jersey as

an AT/ EdTech Consul t ant.
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M ke and | have known each other --
excuse nme -- for a nunber of years. Excuse ne one
second.

>> M KE MAROTTA: That was nice. | get
choked up when | think about it too, Kirk. That's nice.

>> KI RK BEHNKE: Yeah. Thanks, M ke.
M ke and | have worked together for a nunber of years.
And as you can tell, we're pretty laid back, so
hopefully if you have any questions or comments, feel

free to go ahead and just type themin the chat w ndow.

This will be a broadcast webinar, so
basically you will be only hearing ny voice -- sorry
about that -- or Mke's voice in giving the
presentati on.

So without further adieu, I'"'mgoing to

hand it over to Mke. So, Mke, go ahead and tell us a
little bit about tablet conputers and how t hey equal
success for struggling students.

>> M KE MAROTTA: Very good, Kirk. Thank
you. Good norning, everybody. dad to be here.
Excited to talk to you about this today. Kirk, as
al ways, sets the stage very nicely, so | appreciate
that. And | look forward to sharing information with
you.

It's always interesting when you -- when
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you think about a topic in assistive technol ogy that
coul d easily expand beyond the one hour of the webinar
we have in front of us today. This is definitely the
topic that could do that. W could easily sit here for
days and tal k about tablet conputers and probably never
get all the information out, but we'll -- we'll try our
best. I'mgoing to -- I'"'mgoing to share sone
information with you today. Hopefully you'll find
sonet hi ng useful.

On the main screen right now you're
seeing the main page of the wki site that I've nade for
our training today. So if you take no other notes from
this afternoon -- from | nmean, this norning -- sorry.
It's already afternoon here, so I'mthrown off. Sorry
about that. |If you take no other notes, nmake sure you
wite down the web address where this presentation
lives, which is tabl ets4students.w ki spaces. com

Everything |I talk about will be on that
page. You'll have ny contact info. You'll have the
enbedded Power Poi nt presentation. You have a handout,
if you'd like to print it out. And then as | go through
sone of the topics that we tal k about this norning,
made you guys extra pages related to those topics to try
to enbed nore resources in there. So hopefully either

the things that we talk about in person right now or on
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the resources that are on that page you'll find
sonething that's helpful for you in your setting.

So with that said, | wll take over
Kirk's conputer, which was the worst m stake he could
have done. He's given ne this power over his conputer.
And we'll start. We'Ill junp into the Power Poi nt
presentati on.

"Il give you a little bit nore
background about nyself and who | am and what | do.
There's ny contact information on the screen now. As
Kirk said, |I'man assistive technology professional in
New Jersey. | currently work for a non-profit that goes
out and provi des consultation services to schools and
organi zati ons throughout our state.

So | serve not only students in the K
through 12 setting but also students in higher ed.
serve people in vocational settings. | also serve

people in the community with assistive technol ogy, so a

little of everything. So while we'll focus today on
tablets for students, | -- | have sone experience using
themon the -- on the broader scale as well, so
hopefully 1I'lIl be able to share sone -- sone stories,

hopeful ly not too |ong, hopefully not too ranbling, but
"Il share sone resources as we go.

Kind of the idea of what we're going to
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tal k about throughout the hour as we go, we're going

to -- we're going to look at a couple of main sections,
and then we'll break each of those down, but talking
about access to the tablets, figuring out this -- the

device that's nost appropriate for the student you're
working with. And you can't talk about tablets w thout
tal ki ng about apps, so we'll talk about apps a little
bit. And then finally we'll wap up tal ki ng about

I npl enmentation: Wat does that | ook |ike at the end?
How do we nmake sure that we've done a good job of
getting these tools in the hands of students where they
can use themeffectively?

As Kirk nmentioned, there is a chat w ndow
on the left-hand side of your screen. |f you have
comrents or questions, throw themin that chat w ndow.
If I don't get to it right away, don't panic. | wll
| ook over there. | know Kirk is lurking around too, so
maybe if Kirk sees a question that he can answer, nmaybe
he'll be kind enough to type in an answer or a comment.
But I will go through that as we go and try to -- or
respond to as many questions as you guys have.

And also, like Kirk said, if you have
resources -- if | touch on sonething and you have
resources that you' ve worked with related to that topic,

pl ease share that in there. | think it's a great
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opportunity for us all to share our collective
experience about this and nake sure we touch on all the
areas that affect the students we're working wth. So
pl ease put in as nuch as you'd like in that window. [|I'm
all for it. Go ahead, Kirk.

>> KIRK BEHNKE: |'d be happy -- |'d be
happy to, M ke.

>> M KE MAROTTA: Kirk, you going to nake

>> KIRK BEHNKE: Gosh, |'m-- no, |I'm
glad I'"mnot presenting here. 1'mlosing nmy voice.

>> M KE MAROTTA: Al right. If I -- if
| hear Kirk fall to the ground, whoever's closest to him
I n Texas, you've got to go help himout.

So all right. Let's -- let's keep
oursel ves going here. Let's talk about -- there's the
wi ki page address again that | gave you just to have it.
Agai n, tabl ets4students.w ki spaces. com

So when we think about tablets, | usually
start off with this thought as we do one of these kinds
of presentations. Truly, if you think about it, tablets
have becone, in essence, the new normal when you think
about conputers. Even sonme of our desktop systens and
| apt ops that we provide to a student, or even get

oursel ves now, have a touch conponent to it. So this
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I dea of tablets and touch conputing has kind of
overwhel med the -- the field and -- and the area of
technol ogy when we | ook at the things that are avail able
now, whether -- it's everything froma smart phone all
the way up to a 28-inch desktop conputer that is touch

enabl ed that is

- 1s, in essence, a very large tablet.

So this is the -- the way the field or
technology is noving. And the concern that we m ght
have as providers working with students with
disabilities is: \Were does that |eave the students we
work with? And there are sone tines where this | eaves
our students in not a great place, not being able to use
the tools that are out there. And that's why we'll | ook
at access in a second, but kind of that thought process
of this is where the field of technol ogy is going.

And if you read articles about technol ogy
as you see kind of predictions of what's to cone, there

are market predictions that the use of tablet conputers

will rise to be 80 percent, 85 percent of all the
systens sold within the next several years. | believe
It was 2018. | sawthat in -- in an article that said

by 2018, we'll be -- tablet conputers will make
up upwards of 80 percent of the conputers that people
buy. So this is the trend. This is where the field is

going. W need to nmake sure we can adjust and conti nue
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to provide support to the students we work wth.

When you think tablet conputers in
assi stive technol ogy, why are we doing that? And
predom nantly it's for those couple of reasons that are
on that slide there. They're everywhere. | nean, you
can't spin around in a circle wthout bunping into a
smart phone or an i Pad anywhere. Those devices are
there. They're readily available. The support for them
Is easier to find in a sense that the general public and
famlies of the students we're supporting are not
necessarily afraid of these devices.

If we provide a | aptop conputer with
speci ali zed AT software on it, that tends to scare
peopl e sonetines because it's different than what
they're used to. But if we provide a tablet and say,
"This is the tablet we're using, and the app your child
IS going to use is app X, " whatever that m ght be, there
is not a fear with that. People don't get afraid that
that's what you're going to be giving them They
under stand how t he device m ght work, and that's
confortable to them

And then realistically the idea that
tablets and all these devices are nore socially
acceptable. Students are willing to use these devices.

This is not a red flag sonetines in a classroombut, in
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fact, sone kind of tool that involves themin the

cl assroom activities. |t goes fromthe "I don't want
anybody to see ne using this" to "I want to nmake sure
everybody sees ne using this tool; this is really cool
that | sit and | use this."

So -- so we see those different things,
and | know as | go out to schools, any tine |I make
recommendations for an AT tool that is not a tablet,
that is always in the back of ny mnd with -- with any
of the students that | work with is, you know. Are they
going to accept this tool and want to use it in the
cl assroonf? Sonetines yes, sonetines no.

So as we nove through tablets, and -- and
| -- I"'m-- I"'msmling to nyself over here. [|'Il give
you a little understanding of why there's a smle in ny
voice. | just had this presentation, a very simlar
one, last night to a parents group. And all they wanted
to tal k about was i Pads and "How could we get i Pads?"
and "We need i Pads" and "My child should have an i Pad."

And | had to stop after a couple of
m nutes and bring everybody kind of off the | edge a
little bit and say, "Renenber the idea of the SETT
Framework." And for anybody who mi ght not be famliar
with the SETT Franework, it was devel oped by Joy Zabal a.

The SETT framework, the letters of SETT, S-E-T-T, stand
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for student, environnents, tasks, and tools.

And it's inportant to remenber that even
as we get all absorbed in this newfield of tablets and
| ook at us being nobile and having all this conputing
power and all these apps and we can do all these things
and however el se soneone sells to you why they m ght
need an i Pad, renenber that for certain situations and
for certain students, a nobile device m ght not be
appropriate, specifically if the student has access
I ssues that the tablet is not going to support. Well,
then maybe that's not the nost appropriate tool for
t hem

But renenbering what the student's skills
are, the environnents they're going to use the tech in,
and then the tasks they need to acconplish, are those
tasks best suited to a nobile device, a tablet device?
Maybe they are, nmaybe they're not. And so it's
rem ndi ng people to take a breath, renenber that there
are other tools out there, and ultimtely we're working
to find the best tool that nakes the nost sense for the
student. \Wether that is a tablet or not remains to be
seen sonetines, but remnding themthat that is the
case.

So we think about starting to nove into

t hese devices and | ooking at the big kind of picture of
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this and how these work, the first thing we need to

t hi nk about is the idea of access to the device, so the
I dea of using these devices which are predom nantly
touch enabled. And so wll the student be able to use
this device?

Now, with these touch screens of all the
tablets that we're tal king about, it's not the issue of
requiring pressure but the ability to touch the screen.
And so is a person -- is a student able to isolate a
finger to touch the screen? Do they use maybe a styl us?
And | think there's a picture of that in the next slide
that we'll get to. Do they need a stylus to access the
screen? Wat do they need?

On the -- on the slide that you're
| ooking at right nowis a picture of sonebody using an
I Phone, and they're using a texting glove. Now, if
you're not famliar with that, it is a glove -- it's a
knit glove that you can wear, and the fingertips, the
thunb and the index finger, are sewn into -- sewn into
those fingertips is conductive thread that actually

allows the person to use a touch device with that gl ove

on, which -- okay, so that 's great.
It's -- it's wintertine. Here |l amin
New Jersey and |'m-- |I'musing ny phone in the wnter,

and | can use that glove to use it. That's perfect.
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But think about sonme of the other functions we can do
with that or sonme of the other needs that that can neet.
|"ve actually used that in classes where -- |'m
currently supporting a roomwhere they just recently --
it'"'s a--is it a kindergarten? |I'mtrying to think --
it's a first grade room Sorry. | couldn't picture how
old these little kids are. | just know they're small.
|"mtrying to picture what grade they were in. It's
first grade. They -- the school put a whole cart of

I Pads in there.

So everybody has an i Pad throughout the
day that they use. And one of the students is having
sone issue with accessing the i Pad because they're
| aying their entire hand on the screen. And as they
nove their hand around, the iPad' s registering all of
that novenent of their whole entire palmand all of
their fingers. So the solution for that student that we
did was we purchased one of these texting gloves. And
now t he student can rest their whole hand on the iPad
W thout it accessing or nmaking any selection until
they're ready. They can use either their thunb or their
I ndex finger to tap where they need to.

And it's actually taken a student who was
not able to use the i Pad because they were having such

struggles with it that they were actually using the
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cl assroom conputer. Now with this glove, they're able
to use the iPad |ike everybody el se, participate in the
sane activities that everybody else is, do the sane
tasks that everybody's doing just fromone of those
texting gl oves.

So if you're looking for a quick solution
that isolates touch for sonmeone on these devices, that's
a great one. And that one right there in the slide,
that's the one | purchased at ny |ocal Walgreens. It
was an i npul se buy, right at the register there. It was
about four or five bucks. So those devices are out
there -- those tools are out there.

The other thing we need to consider when
we | ook at using the screen, the touch screen of these
tablets -- devices is the ability to do gestures. |Is
the person confortable -- the student confortable with
perform ng these gestures? Are they able to perform
t hese gestures to access certain apps and certain
functions of apps?

And, you know, the ability to do these
gestures is actually kind of twofold. There is a
physi cal conponent to it. Are they physically able to
do these gestures? And if not, then we | ook for ways to
accommodate that wwthin the device. Are they able to

nove two fingers at once? Are they able to pinch or tap
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and hold? Are they able to conplete that physically?

O the flip side of that, are they able
to cognitively understand the gesture that is needed to
performany task at any given tine? And if not, then we
need to look at: |s that app nmeking the nost sense for
that student, or is the device itself naking the nost
sense for that student? Sonetines yes, sonetines no.

W need to address.

| f they need assistance with the actual
gestures and -- and supports for that, we can | ook at --
I f people are famliar in the i OS devices, we use the
feature called assistive touch and you -- and that gives
you a single access point on the screen that actually
allows you to launch a variety of features on the
device, fromgestures all the way to button pushes. So
that's a solution that we use for a |lot of students that
don't have the ability to performnultiple physical
touches at one tine.

And then anything el se that you m ght
think of as far as access aids fromstyluses to key
guards, which is the picture on the left. |If a
student's using a tablet device and as perhaps an
augnent ed conmuni cati on device, do they need a key
guar d?

Pl ease renenber that if you're going to
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put a key guard on a touch device, nmake sure every
screen the student's going to access has the sane button
| ayouts so that keyboard is actually still workabl e once
they get beyond that first page.

And then al so any type of potentially
homenade stylus that you m ght need. You think about
the -- the typical styluses that they sell for touch
devices mmc the | ook and shape of a pen or a pencil.
That's the style nost of themare. But for sone of our
students, they need physically those shapes to be
changed, so | ooking at other options, adding different
handles to it, giving it a different size and wei ght
perhaps to help wth stability. Looking at different
strategies to give themthe touch access.

| f you're ever |ooking for sone kind of
fun little activity to do maybe in a staff neeting or

you're going to pull people together to do sone kind of

build-it-yourself, a nake-and-take, if you will, do
sone -- do a Google search on "nmake your own touch
tablet stylus." And there are so nmany different ways

you can make themout there, everything fromuse a candy
wr apper and a pencil to use a Bic pen with a -- wth a
paper clip and a sponge attached to it. And you can
make yourself your own stylus. But it gets you kind of

t hi nking of creative ways to nmake sure the students are
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abl e to access these devices.

The flip side of this slide rem nds us
that if the student is using a tablet device for -- for
sone task, will they need that sound fromthat device?
And -- and right away when we think about sound, we
t hi nk about students using tablets for comunication
aids. And they're maybe not as |oud as they m ght need
themto be to be heard in the environnment. So you | ook
for anplified speakers. And do they need to have sone
other way to generate sound? And the -- the flip side
of that is: "Yes, | need the |ouder speech” or "I need
sound to conme out of ny device and be anplified."

The flip side of that is |'ve taken
sonething that's potentially very nobile and snall and
easy to carry, and am | adding sonething else to it?
Now | have anot her piece potentially and how is that
going to work and | ooking at the ways that anplification
can happen w thout causing a student to start carrying
around bunches of things, just nore stuff again. So
consi der that as we go.

And then when we think access, this is
another area that is becom ng thankfully nore crowded
wi th devices, but the idea of providing alternate access
to nobile devices. So for your student who has a

physical disability of sone kind and needs alternate
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access, whether it's through swtches or other
alternative pointer controls, are they able to get that
access through their device?

The pictures on this slide are al
different nethods of interacting wth the iPad or the
I OS devices. The bottom|eft shows a device called the
Pererro, which connects into your connector port and
then gives you a swtch input jack that you can plug a
swtch into. The bottomright shows you the device
call ed the Blue2, which is a Bluetooth device that
allows you to do two-switch access into an i Pad.

And then the device on the top, which is
that kind of silver, blue, and orange one, is called the
Tecla DOS, D-O-S. That -- that one is really
interesting, and that's the -- if | had to say |I'm
coveting one of those devices right now, it is the Tecla
device. That is really very cool |ooking and, according
to the conpany, will give you access to the entire
tabl et device, because that is part of our concern is |
can get switch access into a device, but what am|
controlling once | get in there?

Do | have control over the whol e device?
Do | have control over the nenus? Do | have control
only in apps? And even that, is it only certain apps,

or is it every app? And those are the things we need to
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consider is once you get the alternate access -- that's
great -- what are you doing with the access on the
device? And according to the -- what |'ve read fromthe

conpany, that Tecla is supposed to give you access to
the device itself, every feature of the device through
their connector.

The other nice thing about the Tecl a,
where | start looking at it froman evaluator's
perspective and a tool that nakes sense to have, that
Tecla DOS has a swtch on it that allows you to switch
bet ween i OS devi ces and Android devices. So you can
control both devices fromthe sane access point. Again,
as an evaluator, |I'm always | ooking for sonething | can
use everywhere. So | could use that with a nultitude of
devices, which is pretty exciting.

So definitely check those out. On the --
on the w ki page | made for you guys, there is a video
of sonebody -- of sonebody using that Tecla device to
get kind of an idea of how it works.

And the other thing, you know, just to
rem nd ourselves, that there are tablets out there that
are not i Pads. |Pads tend to be predom nantly what we
tal k about, but there are others. The slide that's up
now, the picture up -- that's up now shows ny -- ny

newest toy that | just recently got, which is a
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Wndows 8 tablet, so not the surface tablet that W ndows
puts out, but just a regular Wndows 8 tablet put out by
Acer .

And what's -- what's nice about that, by
purchasing a little cable, and the cable shown on the
side there -- it's a -- it's a mcro USB OTG cabl e.

That stands for "on the go." | can plug that OIG cable
into ny tablet, and then | can plug in any nouse | have
and control the cursor on that tablet. You know, so
what | have is the ability to take that device and
change it froma touch tablet to sonething that seens
nore |ike a standard conputer interface wth a nouse or
a track ball

My next fun thing I'mgoing to try is try

that with a head pointer, wth sone type of -- with
I Gaze, I'mgoing to try, you know, to kind of broaden
the scope a little. 1've tried it with pretty basic

alternate access tools, and it's worked, different track
balls, different nouse alternatives, different switch
I nputs through that plug. |'ve given ne access to the
device. So think about that if alternate access is your
I ssue. Maybe an i Pad doesn't nmeke the nost sense.
Per haps you | ook at one of these other tools.

Wiile |'mshow ng that as a W ndows

tabl et, you can also plug that sane cable into an
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Recorded Webinar from September 17, 2013
Android tablet too, and it will give you the sane
function, so you'll have the ability to do the sane

thing in an Android. Like if you have a Googl e Nexus
tablet, that would work as well.

And then sonething that | just started
playing wwth, so | can't give you any nore than just
kind of a general "Gee, this is really cool" of this
one. This is an app that's available for your iG0S
devices. |It's called Parallels Access, the sanme conpany
that makes Parallels that allows you to run W ndows
progranms on your Mac conputer. This is their newest
product, which is called Parallels Access, which is an

app that allows you to run conputer prograns on your

I Pad.

So what you're seeing in the picture on
the left -- and | apol ogi ze for the darkness of the
picture. 1'll have to fire the photographer, which was

nysel f, but sorry about that. The idea with that is on
nmy i Pad, I'mrunning Draft:Builder right now And
|"'m-- I"mable to work in Draft:Buil der even though
Draft:Builder is living on ny | aptop.

|'"'mable to performtasks through ny
IPad. | can add in information. | can save docunents.
It's basically mrroring ny conputer and allowng ne to

have access to that. Really cool.
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So you get a free trial, and then it --
it's a subscription-based service that you pay yearly.
And fromwhat |'ve been able to dig through the conpany
website, it looks like it's about $50 a year to have
that, but a very nice option if you have students who
need speci alized AT software that there is no app
alternative to yet, but you want themto have access to
it on atablet. This is a really good solution.

|"mactually going to introduce this to a
student |'mworking with tonorrow, because the school
has Draft:Builder. |It's a mddle school, and they use
Draft:Builder through a site license to do all their
witing assignnents. And he wants to use his iPad. And
that's kind of the strategy we're going to use for him
to get through this. And so we're going to try using
Draft:Builder through his iPad, which will be really
exciting to see how that works.

So stay tuned. Maybe -- nmaybe we'll get
sonme -- follownme on Twtter, and |"'msure |I'l|l comment
onit all the time as it's working. But it is actually
pretty cool, a nice option, sonething to consider.

Agai n, as we nove through and we keep
tal ki ng about access, you have to be aware of the idea
of the accessibility of the devices you're working in

and what type of accessibility is built into any of the
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devi ces you have. On the screen nowis a picture of the
I Pad versus a Kindle and the different types of
accessibility that's built into each.

Knowi ng t hose features and know ng what's
avail able in those, everything from adjusting the size
of the font to the spacing on the Kindle to the array of
access supports that are built into the accessibility of
the 1 OS devi ces, knowi ng what's there, can you custom ze
the user experience for your student and make sure you
meet their needs with that device? And know ng the
different features that are in there and how to do that.

Now, if our webinar woul d have been one
day | ater and woul d have been tonorrow, we would al
have i OS 7 already, which is the update that's com ng
out tonorrow for your iPads and your i Phones and your
I Pad -- and your iPod -- sorry. That cones out
t onor r ow.

According to the early reports, 1057 is
going to have switch access build into it and al so the
ability to control things on the screen with your head.
And it's going to use the built-in canmera to track your
head novenent, and then you'll be able to access apps.
So that is sonething that -- as we start thinking about
usi ng these devices for students that have uni que needs

as far as accessibility, this is another nice option to
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have.

And |'mcurious to see the depth of
what's involved there and see how i nvol ved soneone coul d
be and potentially use the accessibility features that
are built right in to actually neet their needs. WII |
still need obviously to have sone kind of plug to plug a
swwtch in? | may. So I'mnot -- |I'mnot even sure.
can't even tell you what this |ooks Iike yet, but | have
to admt, I'mpretty excited to update ny i Pad tonorrow
and see what it |ooks |ike.

|'ve already done the necessary backup.
There's ny -- ny warning to you too, that | just read an
article that said if you're going to nove fromiGOS 6 to
1 OS 7, nmake sure you've backed up your device, just in
case, because this is a big enough upgrade of your
operating systemthat there is sone -- sone -- | guess
sone concern that this could potentially w pe your data
or not retrieve your data.

So if you're going to do that on the
device, do it on one that is not your main device first
maybe and see how it goes. |'lIl be updating ny iPad to
try it, and then I'll nove to ny phone after it and see
I f that works. So think about that. Spend the night
toni ght backing up your phone before you go and do those

updates, but a very interesting accessibility feature
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built in to the newi OGS 7.

So we'll keep rolling. W'IlIl keep
tal ki ng about the hardware now. And, again, if you have
any comments, throw themin there in the chat box, and
we'll go fromthere. Oherw se, you get the feeling
"Il just talk all day. |If you guys keep sitting in
this chat room I'Il just keep talking until the day
ends.

We'll look at -- we'll tal k about the
har dwar e, where we think about these tablet devices
and -- and the picture on the screen is just a rem nder
that on the left is a man fromthe '80s or, as ny
children say to ne, all the way fromthe '80s and all of
the pieces of technology that have been replaced by our
tabl et devices now And it's everything froma VCRto a
vi deocanera to a phone to aradio to a typewiter, a
calculator. Al of the functions that used to be their
own separate devices now live in these tablet devices we
have at our fingertips all the tine.

So the power is there. The trick is how
to harness that and use it effectively for our students
and nmake sure that they're able to do the tasks they
have to. And so we think about sonme of the issues with
hardware. And this -- we'll just kind of wal k through

thema little.
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Everybody knows the i Pad and the i OS
devices. There's not a whole Iot of nystery there
because it is -- it tends to be the one area of device
that is used the nost. Mdst schools will do that.
They' Il -- they'll enploy iPads when they're | ooking at
a tablet initiative, but we -- | wanted to rem nd
everybody, there are others there. And sone of these
ot hers m ght nmake nore sense for a student you're
wor ki ng wi t h.

And Android has a whole array of tablets
as well, everything fromsonething |like a Nexus tablet,
which is a -- conparable to an i Pad, to sone of the
other tools, like a Kindle Fire and the Nook, where they
also run a version of Android. It's alittle different,
but they do run a version of it, which may give your
student access to the tools they need.

And | have a school that | work with
where they were gifted a -- a whole box -- | was going
to just say a whole load -- but it's a whole box of Nook
tablets. There were about 50 or 60 Nook tablets. And
they weren't quite sure what to do with them because
they were so used to i Pads and the architecture of how
that works with apps that it took a while to figure out
how to i nplenent these in the classroom But in working

with the teachers and doi ng sone professional
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devel opnent, | started to remnd themthat, "Hey, these
things are -- think of it as an extension of your

cl assroom conputer. What can you do on-line with these?
How can the students take notes? How can they go to a
website and share their notes with each ot her using
these little tablets?"

Just because it doesn't have all the apps
that their iPad has on it doesn't nean it's not an
effective tool for them so thinking about different
ways to use them especially if you end up with sone of
these tools and have to cone up with a plan of howto
use themin a classroom

W ndows tablets are now com ng ful
force, and you're seeing nore and nore push from-- from
M crosoft to get their surface tablets out there.
They're doing things with -- they're reducing the costs
and they're offering to people tablets at a very, very
reduced cost, but their version of the tablet
architecture with the tiles, and it's the sane kind of
i dea. Not nearly the anount of apps avail able that you
woul d see in the i OGS devices or even the Android
mar ket pl ace, but a fair nunber of tools out there.

The -- the positive of these tablets, the Wndows
tablets, that |'ve seen in schools that are using them

Is that they wll run native M crosoft applications.

Allied Advanced DepoTexas - www.DepoTexas.com



Recorded Webinar from September 17, 2013 28

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

So if you're already using things |ike
Wrd and Power Poi nt and CQutl ook, those will run on those
devi ces and be a very natural fit for your student.
There's no rel earning there.

The ot her thing about Wndows 8 -- and |
kind of include this in. Here's another view of ny
W ndows tablet that you saw before with the track ball.
| f you have a tablet -- this is ny Acer tablet, where |
was able to plug in an external CD drive and | oad
software |ike a regular conputer.

So now | was able to | oad the whole SOLO
Suite of software into ny tablet. So ny W ndows tabl et
runs SOLO. It runs Mcrosoft Ofice. So |I can have
a -- a student using Wrd and have Co:Witer pop up in
front of it and have them have help as they're starting
to wite. So thinking about these different
architectures and how they run gives ne the function and
that -- kind of that flexibility a little bit to mmc
what a -- what a desktop conputer would do in a snal
tabl et stance, so that little tiny 8-inch tablet, which
Is what that is.

So think about those as an option as
well. And that -- that tablet was -- | think it was
$300. So it has the ability to have things plugged in

the side like a flash drive. | can add in additional
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menory through an SD card. So there's a lot of these

ot her functions and features we need to consider and not
just automatically junp to an i Pad potentially that

m ght not neet the needs of our student.

Ckay. Wiile not truly a tablet conputer,
| did want to add this in. And | -- | left it in on
purpose just to keep in mnd that this is a grow ng
trend in schools, where schools are noving away from
one-to-ones with a tablet and noving towards sonet hi ng
li ke a Chrone Book. And that's the picture on the
screen. That's what that is, a Google Chrone Book, wth
the idea that these are snaller, |aptop-shaped devices
that run the Chrone browser as their operating system

And so that is becom ng nore and nore
I ngrained in sone schools, especially schools that nove
to having everything they do run through Google apps.

So they use Google Drive for all of their witing and
assignnments. Those schools are noving to devices |ike
this. And, you know, in -- in ny state we're doing --
we're preparing for the -- the high-stakes testing, the
PARCC that's com ng out soon, and nore and nore school s
are using this platformas their technol ogy platformfor
those -- testing, so that instead of buying tablets,
they' re buying these devices in bulk and using them and

I ncorporating themin.
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Along the top of that slide you'll see
the picture -- that's actually the -- a screen capture
fromny | aptop, and you'll notice on the right-hand side
past the address bar, all of those little buttons are
little different extensions that can be used to assi st
students who struggle with reading and witing or nmaybe
have a visual inpairnent. There are a |ot of Google
apps and Googl e extensions that will give you the
function of a lot of the software tools we use for
st udents.

And -- and even one of the nicer ones,
whi ch has just gotten a really nice update is the read
and wite application from Textell, which will provide
text to speech. As the student types, it gives ne the
function to highlight, and it -- it has a |ot of
built-in features that when |I' musing the Google
docunents to use themas my word processor, | have al
those functions built in through the read and wite
extensi on, which nakes that a very powerful word

processing tool for a student who struggles with

writing.

So keep it in mnd. That's nore of a --
an awareness thing, like, "Ch, by the way, watch for
t hese because they m ght pop up and you mi ght -- you

m ght visit a school or a classroomthat has one of
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these devices instead of a tablet.” But sonething to
consi der.

Are you using an eReader as your
har dware? Perhaps you are, whether it's a dedicated
device or one of the tablet eReader devices. So you're
| ooking at the -- the dedicated or the -- the E Ink are
the ones that will display in gray, so in the different
shades of gray and bl ack, versus the tablets, which are
closer to the functionality of an i Pad. They give you
additional features. They give you the ability to put
apps in there and different types of apps.

The one thing | warn peopl e about when
they think about eReaders as a support for students in a
classroomas a tablet is be aware of the file formats
that these devices use. As you can inmagi ne, as shocking
as it seens, if you buy an Amazon -- if you buy a
Kindle, it wants to read an Amazon book. |f you buy a
Nook, it wants to read a book from Barnes & Nobl e.
Rarely do they want to read their other's content. They
want to stick with the content that brought themthere.

So know ng that and being aware of the --
of the limtations of those devices. Read through, | ook
at the features that are there because -- |'ve had this
happen to ne several tines, where | wll show up at a

school and a famly w |l have purchased the device they
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think will nmeet their student's needs -- their child's
needs, only to find that that's not a feature of the
devi ce they bought.

And |I'mthinking specifically of text to
speech, where |like soneone will buy a device thinking
iIt's going to read a book back to a student, and it
doesn't because it's not a feature of that tool. And
then they have this idea of: "Oh, well, now you just
bought sonething that's conpletely inappropriate because
you got kind of all excited to nove forward with the
tool, thinking that they all just talk, but they don't."
So be aware of the -- of the features and what those
devices have in them It could be very different.

Thi ngs to renmenber when you start
thinking to inplenent these tools -- and these are
al ways the things that tend to get forgotten.

Everything el se you' re going to need to use this device.
Renenber, it's not included in the box, so if you're
going to use these in a classroomand you're going to be
projecting to share information with the group, how are
you going to do that? Maybe it's as sinple as an
adapter, which are the two white adapters on the left,
that will allow you to plug your iPad into a projector
to show your materials up on a screen.

Maybe you' Il use sonething |ike an Apple
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TV, which wll allow you to stream your screen from your
| -device wirelessly to the projector. And then on the
other side there's -- one of the newer tools that's out
there is the Google Chronecast, which works with a | ot
of the devices. And it's the sane idea. It's a -- it's
a small thunb-drive size device that plugs into your TV
t hrough an HDM port, and then it allows you to stream
your device to the TV.

Pretty inexpensive. It's only 35 bucks.

Pretty limted right now too, though. So | always warn

people, be -- be aware that it's not going to stream
everything. |'mone of those -- I"'mofficially -- when
you think of an early adopter, |I'man early adopter.

And that Chronecast | bought the first day it cane out,
not even knowi ng what it would do. | just bought it
because it seened really cool, and | wanted to have
that, thinking I would be able to mrror ny entire
device onto ny big screen TV. And what | find is that
it's not built with that functionality yet.

It has several apps that it wll stream
It'll stream nusic and videos and novies. And it wl]l
stream your web browser, but it won't let ne go to the
desktop of ny tablet and show apps that |'m using and
nmove through different apps.

So just be aware of what those things do.
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And if you don't want to spend noney you're going to
regret later, be aware that those things wll happen and
those different features that they have. | go with the
theory it was 35 bucks, and eventually I'mhoping it's
going to do what | want it to do anyway, so that's going
to be okay.

The other thing to consider, cases and
mounts. Does the person you're working with, the
student, need one of these tools in order to use this
device effectively? Do they need sone way to carry it
and protect it from being dropped? | don't know if
you' ve ever seen an iPad hit the ground and then | ook at
Its screen. It's pretty ugly when it turns back over
and it's all spider webbed out, and then all the gl ass

falls out of it. It's very sad.

So do they need a case to protect it? Do

they need it nounted sonewhere, on a wheelchair or a
table? In -- on the slide there, they even show one
that allows you to attach your iPad to a golf cart,

whi ch m ght be a nice option for nmobility. |[|f you have
soneone who's going to be noving around a | ot and they
want to take sonmething that rolls to help perhaps with
gait as wells as transporting this device, that's not a
bad option. Sonething to consider.

Al right. Let's talk about apps, the
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A to Z of apps and all of the apps that are out there.
This is always the fun. This is where people wll walk
up to you and say, "I have 700 apps in ny iPad, and |
have so nmany that |'m about to buy another device to put
nore apps on it."

And then | will typically stare at that
person and then say, "That's pretty cool, | guess. Wat
do you do with those apps? Which ones are your
favorites? How do you use this app?" and will point to
one and tal k.

And sonetines there are instances where
they can't tell you what they do with a certain app, but
they just keep repeating over and over that they have
700 apps, which is fine. | would argue you're better
served by 7 well-placed apps than 700 apps that you got
because they were free on a Friday or you just
downl oaded t hem because you got a free code to downl oad
t hem

Just having 700 apps on your device
doesn't nmake the device effective for people. It just
makes it a bit of a bear to manage. So think about
that. Consider what your student's trying to acconplish
and go with the "less is nore" approach to things.

Find apps that work for them Perhaps

downl oad a few that do the sane thing and then explore
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the features of each and then pick one and then del ete
the others. |It's okay to delete an app from your
device. It still lives in your account sonmewhere. You
can al ways get it back.

And we've had that struggle with

teachers, where they watch ne del ete sonething and they

panic that it's gone forever. | say, "No, you can get
it back. It'll conme back, but right nowit's off your
device. |It's not needed right now "

Thi nk about the apps you're going to use
and then pick ones accordingly. And | always conpare
apps and devi ce nmanagenent to the WIld West. [It's just
a free-for-all, how apps are placed on devices, how you
access them where -- where you use them when you use
them whose device has what apps on them It is a
conplete and total free-for-all sonetines. And this
slide is toremnd you to not be the WId West, where
iIt's just conplete anarchy, but instead think about the
pl an of how a student's going to access this, especially
I f you start working in an environnent where there's an
I Pad for everybody and everybody has these tools and
what apps make the nost sense for everybody.

And 1'Il point you towards this idea of
this Revised Bl oom s Taxonony, where they -- you think

about the areas that nmake sense when | ooki ng at an app
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and eval uating how effective this app is for what you're
trying to do. And does it give you -- does it neet
these criteria of allow ng you to renenber and

under stand, apply, analyze, evaluate, and then
ultimately create? Does it give you this -- that
functionality? And if it doesn't, what does it do for
you? And does that still neet the need of what you're

| ooki ng at?

On our wi ki page that we have under
the -- the tab -- or the -- the page that says "Apps,
Apps, and More Apps,"” there's a link there to an app
eval uation rubric that Kathy Schrock put out, and
that's actually the slide right now That's her slide
tal ki ng about apps. | gave you the link to the PDF of
her app rubric.

It's the one | hand out to every teacher
when we start tal king about whether an app is
appropriate for a student or not. O any tine they
downl oad a free app and they want to try it wth a
student, | ask themto go through this rubric and
determ ne how appropriate that app is for the student
they're working with using the scale on that rubric.
And it starts to give you a really good indicator of:
Wiile this app may seemcool and | really want it

because it's normally $10 but it's free today and | have
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to use it with this student -- really kind of brings it
back to the idea of matching what that app does to what
the student needs it to do, regardl ess of cost and
whether it was free for the next four hours. That
doesn't matter.

And -- and I'mnot saying | don't do
that, because when | see sonething that's free and it
tends to cost noney and it even renotely | ooks |ike |
m ght use it, | dowload it to ny account. | may not
put it on ny iPad, but | dowload it so | have it. And
then I'Il put it on to explore it. But there's many
times that 1'll downl oad those free ones on one of those
free days and then delete it a couple of days |ater
because it just doesn't do what |I'mhoping for it to do
for the student I m ght have thought of. So don't be
afraid to get rid of those and consi der nmaking sure that
those apps are neeting the need that you were -- you
were striving to neet when you started.

When putting tablets in place for people,
especially for a school that's doing a one-to-one or a
roll-out of a |ot of devices, one for each student,
that's fine, but renenber, typically the students we're
working with are the students that m ght have different
needs than everybody else. So while a straightforward

roll-out of apps m ght work for everyone, the student
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|"'mworking wwth may al so need the ability to get
speci alized apps on their device. And what's the
process for doing that? How am| able to do that?

And that's a discussion to have with the
technol ogy people that roll these devices out for you --
is: "That's fine. I'mall for you managing it from
sonewhere el se. That's okay. But when that instance
comes where | need Co:Witer |oaded on -- on the i Pad
for the student I'mworking with, what's the process to
do that? How do | get that on there? Do | have to go
see sonebody? Am| able to do it nmyself? Do | have
control of the Apple I.D. that's attached to that i Pad?
And am | able to get an app on there, or do | need to
bring it back to be reimaged? |f they push out an
update, will it erase all of the custom and specialized
apps that I'musing for the student |I'm working wth?"

Those are huge issues. And if you
haven't had that happen yet to you, |I'm happy for you.
| think that's great. And I'monly telling you this
because |'ve watched this happen, where we've worked on
different things and they've pushed out a new update to
all of the devices and it's erased all of the work a
student has done because it lived in an app that went
away when the new i mage got pushed out. So consi der

that. Make sure you're aware of that, what happens to
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t hose uni que situations that you m ght cone across.
And then that kind of |eads us nicely

into this next step of: "How do | get apps on the

device? Wat's the process that's put in place?"

And schools do this differently, whether

it is all about providing gift cards -- and | have a --
| have a school that does this, and they -- actually it
wor ks very, very well. They give -- they give the

teachers gift cards in certain denom nations, and

they've actually put this in their budget in -- in the
sane line that they put -- |I've lost the word. |I'm
sorry. | can't think of the word. | was going to say

expendabl es, but that's not it. Like paper and al
that. It goes in --

>> Kl RK BEHNKE: Consunabl es.

>> M KE MAROTTA: Thank you, Kirk.
was waiting for you to help ne and save ne. Thank you.

Consunmabl es. So they put those in that
line on the budget. And then when the teachers use that
noney up, there is a process -- for one school |I'min,
there is a process where the teachers have to kind of
docunent why they bought certain apps they did and how
they used it to neet their curricular goals. And then
i f that seens appropriate for their director of special

services, she will issue another gift card in a snall
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anount. And usually they're small anmpunts, about 20
bucks at a time. So they go through and they'l|

pur chase these for classroomdevices and try them
That's one strategy to do it, and that -- that works
wel |l for some school s.

O hers go with the idea of they're using
the i Pads and they're doing the vol une purchasing
program which allows themto purchase apps in a | arger
scal e at sonetines a discount and then push those out to
peopl e through codes that they then redeemon their
certain devices. Again, depending on the Ievel of what
you' re tal ki ng about here, the nunber of devices, the
nunber of apps you're thinking about, depends on how
schools will go and -- and try this.

As we can see just fromthe picture on
the -- the flowhart for the vol une purchasing program
as you nove through this process, there are people
I nvol ved at each step. There's a program nmanager, a
programfacilitator, an end user. There's other people
associ ated wth the process.

Many tines that program nmanager or
facilitator is soneone in the school's technol ogy
departnent. And are they wlling to take that job on?
Are they going to be effective at doing that? So

that -- that's a discussion logistically of how that
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wor ks out. Not always an easy di scussion but one that
has to happen so that you make sure that the apps that
are purchased end up staying in the device they were
pur chased for.

And then finally, in our |ast few

mnutes, we'll -- we'll talk about the idea of

i npl erentation. It's great. Oh, | have all these

I Pads. That's wonderful. | have all these tabl et
devices in nmy classroom Well, that's great, but what

are you going to do wth then? Just having the tools in
the cl assroom does not nmake that nore effective for your
students. There has to be sone systematic plan of what
you' re going to do.

And a lot of tinmes, | wll tell teachers,
"Thi nk about the short term Don't worry about the |ong
termright now Think of short. What is going to be
acconpl i shed? How are you going to integrate these
tools into what you're teaching in the class already?
Don't let the technol ogy drive your teaching but instead
use it to help facilitate the I earning that happens in
the cl assroom”

The -- the picture on the slide there is
such a cool picture. The ideais that it's an art show
t hat happened in a school. And as they went and did the

art show, at the bottom of each picture, they attached a
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QR code, which is those little boxes with all those
squiggly lines in it. The students could walk up to any
pai nting or any piece of art and take a picture with
their device, and it would bring themto a page on the
school's website that tal ked about the artist and how

t hey went about doing that and their inspiration for
what they -- what they painted or nmade or drew, whatever
It was. But it was that interactive approach.

The technol ogy is not driving that,
because you know what? If you went to that art show
wi t hout a device, you could still go to that art show
and enjoy it. And then if you knew there was a website
you could go to or a -- or a book that you could read
through to see about the artists and |learn nore, you
could do that. But the technology is facilitating that
for sonmeone who m ght need that additional support. Not
driving the whol e process but instead enhancing it for
your students, which | think is areally great way to
show a use of technology as far as inplenenting it into
a process.

So think about integration. Don't
necessarily tie it to a specific tool. You don't have
an i Pad curriculum No, you have a curriculum and you
enpl oy nobile devices to help you neet that curriculum

Because you may have students who cone in with sone
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ot her device, especially if it's a-- if it's a school
or a district that does bring-your-own technol ogy. Then
we could go back to that Wl d Wst picture.

Then it -- it, again, is a free-for-all,
and that nakes you really consider: "Wiat is it |I'm
trying to get across and wll that work on any device
soneone ties into ny curriculumwth?"

And then the last bullet thereis -- is
one of the nost critical ones. Find sone way to do
staff devel opnent for this, professional devel opnent.
Encourage your teachers to -- to work collaboratively to
cone up wth ideas of -- of howto use these tools
effectively in their instruction and howto build
monents that these technol ogy tools support their
I nstruction and not potentially take it over. And it
doesn't becone a conputer class but instead a class -- a
cl ass that, oh, by the way, has conputers init. And
that's a good way to look at it as well.

Look at different types of opportunities
for learning. |Is it sonething you could do at a staff
nmeeti ng where people get nonments to just brainstornf
| -- | just recently -- | haven't done it yet, but | did
get a director to agree that at their special services
staff neetings that happen one day -- it's every two

nont hs, they get a half of a day where they can all cone
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together. And the next one |I'mgoing to be doing in
Cctober wwth them part of the day is going to be run
kind of ed canp style, where there is no -- there is no
set schedul e but instead people will get together in

| oose kind of informal groups and tal k about
applications that are interesting to them technol ogy
that's interesting to them

They -- they're going to drive the -- the
actual neeting. Al I'"'mgoing to do is stand there and
facilitate, make sure they don't | eave the roomor run
away or do sonething else, but instead et themdrive
the I earning on what they want to do in order to use
their tools effectively. So think about those
strategies to do that.

Well, there we go. W're at the end of
our hour. Like | said, we could talk for another three
hours if we wanted to on each of these topics. You
have -- ny information is there, ny e-mail address, ny
Twitter handle. There's ny website. |[|f you have any
ot her questions, |I'd be happy to answer them Hopefully
| have an answer. |[|f not, | will find sonebody that has
an answer for you and get that out to you.

So with that, | say thank you very nuch
for your attention today. And are there any questions?

>> KIRK BEHNKE: | think | just want to
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echo what Angela at -- here at Region 4 said: "I also
tell folks that they need to be able to articul ate how
the tech (true for all tech, not just tablets) connects
and supports to the TEKS and the I EP."

So |l think that's a really great way to
al so end up our training for today for tablets for
students. So thank you, M ke, very nuch for your
presentati on.

| do want to draw everyone's attention
that this tabl etsd4students.w ki spaces.comw |l still be
avail able to you after this live training. And, of
course, it wll also be available on the recorded
session, which wll be housed on the Texas Assistive
Technol ogy Network, which is Texasat.net. So pl ease
tell your friends if they mssed it or whatever that,
again, the recording will be avail able at Texasat. net
and then also will have a link to the wki site as well.

And we certainly appreciate your
attendance today and your presence. So thank you so
much, M ke. Thank you, everyone, for com ng today, and
Wwe appreci ate your support.

And just to let you know that our next
webi nar will be on Funding of Assistive Technol ogy, and
that will be held on Decenber 3rd of 2013. And, again,

it wll be just a one-hour webinar that'll be held from
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11: 00 to 12:00, Central Tinme. And it's on Fundi ng of
Assi stive Technol ogy for K through 12 settings.

Thank you so nuch, everyone. Thank you
very nuch, and, M ke, again, thank you so nmuch for a
great webinar. And we'll talk to you later

>> M KE MAROTTA: Thank you.

(End of Webi nar.)
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STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HARRI S

|, Melodie I. Thonpson a Certified
Short hand Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do
hereby certify that the transcription contained herein
was reported by ne in machine shorthand froman on-1Iine
recorded webinar, later reduced to typewitten form and
t he above and foregoi ng pages constitute a true and

correct transcript thereof to the best of ny ability.

Certified to by ne this 24th day of
Sept enber, 2013.

Mel odie |I. Thonpson
CSR No. 7039, Expires 12/31/2015

DepoTexas, | nc.

Texas CRCB Firm Regi stration No. 95
13101 Northwest Freeway, Suite 210
Houst on, Texas 77040

(281) 469-5580

(888) 893-3767
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          1                  (Beginning of Webinar.)



          2                  >> KIRK BEHNKE:  So, thank you, everyone,



          3   for joining us today for Tablet Computers Equals Success



          4   for Students -- Success for Struggling Students.  And



          5   I'd like to welcome you all to the -- the live



          6   presentation, which is happening today on



          7   September 17th, at 11:00 o'clock in the morning.



          8                  We have a pretty full house today.  I had



          9   about 45 people registered.  We have 33 in the main



         10   room, so I'm assuming that more people will be coming in



         11   as we move along.



         12                  This is a recorded session.  It will be



         13   available -- excuse me -- on the Texas Assistive



         14   Technology Network main site.  If you have any



         15   questions, comments, or resources which you'd like to



         16   share with the group, feel free to go ahead and type



         17   them in the chat window.  We'd be real appreciative if



         18   you do have any resources to share as we move along



         19   throughout the presentation today.



         20                  I'd like to introduce to you Mike



         21   Marotta.  He is our assistive technology practitioner,



         22   and he's from New Jersey.  He does -- he does



         23   professional development.  He does technical assistance.



         24   He works in -- in the -- for the State of New Jersey as



         25   an AT/EdTech Consultant.







�

                                                                        3







          1                  Mike and I have known each other --



          2   excuse me -- for a number of years.  Excuse me one



          3   second.



          4                  >> MIKE MAROTTA:  That was nice.  I get



          5   choked up when I think about it too, Kirk.  That's nice.



          6                  >> KIRK BEHNKE:  Yeah.  Thanks, Mike.



          7   Mike and I have worked together for a number of years.



          8   And as you can tell, we're pretty laid back, so



          9   hopefully if you have any questions or comments, feel



         10   free to go ahead and just type them in the chat window.



         11                  This will be a broadcast webinar, so



         12   basically you will be only hearing my voice -- sorry



         13   about that -- or Mike's voice in giving the



         14   presentation.



         15                  So without further adieu, I'm going to



         16   hand it over to Mike.  So, Mike, go ahead and tell us a



         17   little bit about tablet computers and how they equal



         18   success for struggling students.



         19                  >> MIKE MAROTTA:  Very good, Kirk.  Thank



         20   you.  Good morning, everybody.  Glad to be here.



         21   Excited to talk to you about this today.  Kirk, as



         22   always, sets the stage very nicely, so I appreciate



         23   that.  And I look forward to sharing information with



         24   you.



         25                  It's always interesting when you -- when
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          1   you think about a topic in assistive technology that



          2   could easily expand beyond the one hour of the webinar



          3   we have in front of us today.  This is definitely the



          4   topic that could do that.  We could easily sit here for



          5   days and talk about tablet computers and probably never



          6   get all the information out, but we'll -- we'll try our



          7   best.  I'm going to -- I'm going to share some



          8   information with you today.  Hopefully you'll find



          9   something useful.



         10                  On the main screen right now you're



         11   seeing the main page of the wiki site that I've made for



         12   our training today.  So if you take no other notes from



         13   this afternoon -- from, I mean, this morning -- sorry.



         14   It's already afternoon here, so I'm thrown off.  Sorry



         15   about that.  If you take no other notes, make sure you



         16   write down the web address where this presentation



         17   lives, which is tablets4students.wikispaces.com.



         18                  Everything I talk about will be on that



         19   page.  You'll have my contact info.  You'll have the



         20   embedded PowerPoint presentation.  You have a handout,



         21   if you'd like to print it out.  And then as I go through



         22   some of the topics that we talk about this morning, I



         23   made you guys extra pages related to those topics to try



         24   to embed more resources in there.  So hopefully either



         25   the things that we talk about in person right now or on
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          1   the resources that are on that page you'll find



          2   something that's helpful for you in your setting.



          3                  So with that said, I will take over



          4   Kirk's computer, which was the worst mistake he could



          5   have done.  He's given me this power over his computer.



          6   And we'll start.  We'll jump into the PowerPoint



          7   presentation.



          8                  I'll give you a little bit more



          9   background about myself and who I am and what I do.



         10   There's my contact information on the screen now.  As



         11   Kirk said, I'm an assistive technology professional in



         12   New Jersey.  I currently work for a non-profit that goes



         13   out and provides consultation services to schools and



         14   organizations throughout our state.



         15                  So I serve not only students in the K



         16   through 12 setting but also students in higher ed.  I



         17   serve people in vocational settings.  I also serve



         18   people in the community with assistive technology, so a



         19   little of everything.  So while we'll focus today on



         20   tablets for students, I -- I have some experience using



         21   them on the -- on the broader scale as well, so



         22   hopefully I'll be able to share some -- some stories,



         23   hopefully not too long, hopefully not too rambling, but



         24   I'll share some resources as we go.



         25                  Kind of the idea of what we're going to
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          1   talk about throughout the hour as we go, we're going



          2   to -- we're going to look at a couple of main sections,



          3   and then we'll break each of those down, but talking



          4   about access to the tablets, figuring out this -- the



          5   device that's most appropriate for the student you're



          6   working with.  And you can't talk about tablets without



          7   talking about apps, so we'll talk about apps a little



          8   bit.  And then finally we'll wrap up talking about



          9   implementation:  What does that look like at the end?



         10   How do we make sure that we've done a good job of



         11   getting these tools in the hands of students where they



         12   can use them effectively?



         13                  As Kirk mentioned, there is a chat window



         14   on the left-hand side of your screen.  If you have



         15   comments or questions, throw them in that chat window.



         16   If I don't get to it right away, don't panic.  I will



         17   look over there.  I know Kirk is lurking around too, so



         18   maybe if Kirk sees a question that he can answer, maybe



         19   he'll be kind enough to type in an answer or a comment.



         20   But I will go through that as we go and try to -- or



         21   respond to as many questions as you guys have.



         22                  And also, like Kirk said, if you have



         23   resources -- if I touch on something and you have



         24   resources that you've worked with related to that topic,



         25   please share that in there.  I think it's a great
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          1   opportunity for us all to share our collective



          2   experience about this and make sure we touch on all the



          3   areas that affect the students we're working with.  So



          4   please put in as much as you'd like in that window.  I'm



          5   all for it.  Go ahead, Kirk.



          6                  >> KIRK BEHNKE:  I'd be happy -- I'd be



          7   happy to, Mike.



          8                  >> MIKE MAROTTA:  Kirk, you going to make



          9   it?



         10                  >> KIRK BEHNKE:  Gosh, I'm -- no, I'm



         11   glad I'm not presenting here.  I'm losing my voice.



         12                  >> MIKE MAROTTA:  All right.  If I -- if



         13   I hear Kirk fall to the ground, whoever's closest to him



         14   in Texas, you've got to go help him out.



         15                  So all right.  Let's -- let's keep



         16   ourselves going here.  Let's talk about -- there's the



         17   wiki page address again that I gave you just to have it.



         18   Again, tablets4students.wikispaces.com.



         19                  So when we think about tablets, I usually



         20   start off with this thought as we do one of these kinds



         21   of presentations.  Truly, if you think about it, tablets



         22   have become, in essence, the new normal when you think



         23   about computers.  Even some of our desktop systems and



         24   laptops that we provide to a student, or even get



         25   ourselves now, have a touch component to it.  So this
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          1   idea of tablets and touch computing has kind of



          2   overwhelmed the -- the field and -- and the area of



          3   technology when we look at the things that are available



          4   now, whether -- it's everything from a smart phone all



          5   the way up to a 28-inch desktop computer that is touch



          6   enabled that is -- is, in essence, a very large tablet.



          7                  So this is the -- the way the field or



          8   technology is moving.  And the concern that we might



          9   have as providers working with students with



         10   disabilities is:  Where does that leave the students we



         11   work with?  And there are some times where this leaves



         12   our students in not a great place, not being able to use



         13   the tools that are out there.  And that's why we'll look



         14   at access in a second, but kind of that thought process



         15   of this is where the field of technology is going.



         16                  And if you read articles about technology



         17   as you see kind of predictions of what's to come, there



         18   are market predictions that the use of tablet computers



         19   will rise to be 80 percent, 85 percent of all the



         20   systems sold within the next several years.  I believe



         21   it was 2018.  I saw that in -- in an article that said



         22   by 2018, we'll be -- tablet computers will make



         23   up upwards of 80 percent of the computers that people



         24   buy.  So this is the trend.  This is where the field is



         25   going.  We need to make sure we can adjust and continue
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          1   to provide support to the students we work with.



          2                  When you think tablet computers in



          3   assistive technology, why are we doing that?  And



          4   predominantly it's for those couple of reasons that are



          5   on that slide there.  They're everywhere.  I mean, you



          6   can't spin around in a circle without bumping into a



          7   smart phone or an iPad anywhere.  Those devices are



          8   there.  They're readily available.  The support for them



          9   is easier to find in a sense that the general public and



         10   families of the students we're supporting are not



         11   necessarily afraid of these devices.



         12                  If we provide a laptop computer with



         13   specialized AT software on it, that tends to scare



         14   people sometimes because it's different than what



         15   they're used to.  But if we provide a tablet and say,



         16   "This is the tablet we're using, and the app your child



         17   is going to use is app X," whatever that might be, there



         18   is not a fear with that.  People don't get afraid that



         19   that's what you're going to be giving them.  They



         20   understand how the device might work, and that's



         21   comfortable to them.



         22                  And then realistically the idea that



         23   tablets and all these devices are more socially



         24   acceptable.  Students are willing to use these devices.



         25   This is not a red flag sometimes in a classroom but, in
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          1   fact, some kind of tool that involves them in the



          2   classroom activities.  It goes from the "I don't want



          3   anybody to see me using this" to "I want to make sure



          4   everybody sees me using this tool; this is really cool



          5   that I sit and I use this."



          6                  So -- so we see those different things,



          7   and I know as I go out to schools, any time I make



          8   recommendations for an AT tool that is not a tablet,



          9   that is always in the back of my mind with -- with any



         10   of the students that I work with is, you know:  Are they



         11   going to accept this tool and want to use it in the



         12   classroom?  Sometimes yes, sometimes no.



         13                  So as we move through tablets, and -- and



         14   I -- I'm -- I'm smiling to myself over here.  I'll give



         15   you a little understanding of why there's a smile in my



         16   voice.  I just had this presentation, a very similar



         17   one, last night to a parents group.  And all they wanted



         18   to talk about was iPads and "How could we get iPads?"



         19   and "We need iPads" and "My child should have an iPad."



         20                  And I had to stop after a couple of



         21   minutes and bring everybody kind of off the ledge a



         22   little bit and say, "Remember the idea of the SETT



         23   Framework."  And for anybody who might not be familiar



         24   with the SETT Framework, it was developed by Joy Zabala.



         25   The SETT framework, the letters of SETT, S-E-T-T, stand







�

                                                                       11







          1   for student, environments, tasks, and tools.



          2                  And it's important to remember that even



          3   as we get all absorbed in this new field of tablets and



          4   look at us being mobile and having all this computing



          5   power and all these apps and we can do all these things



          6   and however else someone sells to you why they might



          7   need an iPad, remember that for certain situations and



          8   for certain students, a mobile device might not be



          9   appropriate, specifically if the student has access



         10   issues that the tablet is not going to support.  Well,



         11   then maybe that's not the most appropriate tool for



         12   them.



         13                  But remembering what the student's skills



         14   are, the environments they're going to use the tech in,



         15   and then the tasks they need to accomplish, are those



         16   tasks best suited to a mobile device, a tablet device?



         17   Maybe they are, maybe they're not.  And so it's



         18   reminding people to take a breath, remember that there



         19   are other tools out there, and ultimately we're working



         20   to find the best tool that makes the most sense for the



         21   student.  Whether that is a tablet or not remains to be



         22   seen sometimes, but reminding them that that is the



         23   case.



         24                  So we think about starting to move into



         25   these devices and looking at the big kind of picture of
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          1   this and how these work, the first thing we need to



          2   think about is the idea of access to the device, so the



          3   idea of using these devices which are predominantly



          4   touch enabled.  And so will the student be able to use



          5   this device?



          6                  Now, with these touch screens of all the



          7   tablets that we're talking about, it's not the issue of



          8   requiring pressure but the ability to touch the screen.



          9   And so is a person -- is a student able to isolate a



         10   finger to touch the screen?  Do they use maybe a stylus?



         11   And I think there's a picture of that in the next slide



         12   that we'll get to.  Do they need a stylus to access the



         13   screen?  What do they need?



         14                  On the -- on the slide that you're



         15   looking at right now is a picture of somebody using an



         16   iPhone, and they're using a texting glove.  Now, if



         17   you're not familiar with that, it is a glove -- it's a



         18   knit glove that you can wear, and the fingertips, the



         19   thumb and the index finger, are sewn into -- sewn into



         20   those fingertips is conductive thread that actually



         21   allows the person to use a touch device with that glove



         22   on, which -- okay, so that 's great.



         23                  It's -- it's wintertime.  Here I am in



         24   New Jersey and I'm -- I'm using my phone in the winter,



         25   and I can use that glove to use it.  That's perfect.
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          1   But think about some of the other functions we can do



          2   with that or some of the other needs that that can meet.



          3   I've actually used that in classes where -- I'm



          4   currently supporting a room where they just recently --



          5   it's a -- is it a kindergarten?  I'm trying to think --



          6   it's a first grade room.  Sorry.  I couldn't picture how



          7   old these little kids are.  I just know they're small.



          8   I'm trying to picture what grade they were in.  It's



          9   first grade.  They -- the school put a whole cart of



         10   iPads in there.



         11                  So everybody has an iPad throughout the



         12   day that they use.  And one of the students is having



         13   some issue with accessing the iPad because they're



         14   laying their entire hand on the screen.  And as they



         15   move their hand around, the iPad's registering all of



         16   that movement of their whole entire palm and all of



         17   their fingers.  So the solution for that student that we



         18   did was we purchased one of these texting gloves.  And



         19   now the student can rest their whole hand on the iPad



         20   without it accessing or making any selection until



         21   they're ready.  They can use either their thumb or their



         22   index finger to tap where they need to.



         23                  And it's actually taken a student who was



         24   not able to use the iPad because they were having such



         25   struggles with it that they were actually using the
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          1   classroom computer.  Now with this glove, they're able



          2   to use the iPad like everybody else, participate in the



          3   same activities that everybody else is, do the same



          4   tasks that everybody's doing just from one of those



          5   texting gloves.



          6                  So if you're looking for a quick solution



          7   that isolates touch for someone on these devices, that's



          8   a great one.  And that one right there in the slide,



          9   that's the one I purchased at my local Walgreens.  It



         10   was an impulse buy, right at the register there.  It was



         11   about four or five bucks.  So those devices are out



         12   there -- those tools are out there.



         13                  The other thing we need to consider when



         14   we look at using the screen, the touch screen of these



         15   tablets -- devices is the ability to do gestures.  Is



         16   the person comfortable -- the student comfortable with



         17   performing these gestures?  Are they able to perform



         18   these gestures to access certain apps and certain



         19   functions of apps?



         20                  And, you know, the ability to do these



         21   gestures is actually kind of twofold.  There is a



         22   physical component to it.  Are they physically able to



         23   do these gestures?  And if not, then we look for ways to



         24   accommodate that within the device.  Are they able to



         25   move two fingers at once?  Are they able to pinch or tap
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          1   and hold?  Are they able to complete that physically?



          2                  Or the flip side of that, are they able



          3   to cognitively understand the gesture that is needed to



          4   perform any task at any given time?  And if not, then we



          5   need to look at:  Is that app making the most sense for



          6   that student, or is the device itself making the most



          7   sense for that student?  Sometimes yes, sometimes no.



          8   We need to address.



          9                  If they need assistance with the actual



         10   gestures and -- and supports for that, we can look at --



         11   if people are familiar in the iOS devices, we use the



         12   feature called assistive touch and you -- and that gives



         13   you a single access point on the screen that actually



         14   allows you to launch a variety of features on the



         15   device, from gestures all the way to button pushes.  So



         16   that's a solution that we use for a lot of students that



         17   don't have the ability to perform multiple physical



         18   touches at one time.



         19                  And then anything else that you might



         20   think of as far as access aids from styluses to key



         21   guards, which is the picture on the left.  If a



         22   student's using a tablet device and as perhaps an



         23   augmented communication device, do they need a key



         24   guard?



         25                  Please remember that if you're going to
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          1   put a key guard on a touch device, make sure every



          2   screen the student's going to access has the same button



          3   layouts so that keyboard is actually still workable once



          4   they get beyond that first page.



          5                  And then also any type of potentially



          6   homemade stylus that you might need.  You think about



          7   the -- the typical styluses that they sell for touch



          8   devices mimic the look and shape of a pen or a pencil.



          9   That's the style most of them are.  But for some of our



         10   students, they need physically those shapes to be



         11   changed, so looking at other options, adding different



         12   handles to it, giving it a different size and weight



         13   perhaps to help with stability.  Looking at different



         14   strategies to give them the touch access.



         15                  If you're ever looking for some kind of



         16   fun little activity to do maybe in a staff meeting or



         17   you're going to pull people together to do some kind of



         18   build-it-yourself, a make-and-take, if you will, do



         19   some -- do a Google search on "make your own touch



         20   tablet stylus."  And there are so many different ways



         21   you can make them out there, everything from use a candy



         22   wrapper and a pencil to use a Bic pen with a -- with a



         23   paper clip and a sponge attached to it.  And you can



         24   make yourself your own stylus.  But it gets you kind of



         25   thinking of creative ways to make sure the students are
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          1   able to access these devices.



          2                  The flip side of this slide reminds us



          3   that if the student is using a tablet device for -- for



          4   some task, will they need that sound from that device?



          5   And -- and right away when we think about sound, we



          6   think about students using tablets for communication



          7   aids.  And they're maybe not as loud as they might need



          8   them to be to be heard in the environment.  So you look



          9   for amplified speakers.  And do they need to have some



         10   other way to generate sound?  And the -- the flip side



         11   of that is:  "Yes, I need the louder speech" or "I need



         12   sound to come out of my device and be amplified."



         13                  The flip side of that is I've taken



         14   something that's potentially very mobile and small and



         15   easy to carry, and am I adding something else to it?



         16   Now I have another piece potentially and how is that



         17   going to work and looking at the ways that amplification



         18   can happen without causing a student to start carrying



         19   around bunches of things, just more stuff again.  So



         20   consider that as we go.



         21                  And then when we think access, this is



         22   another area that is becoming thankfully more crowded



         23   with devices, but the idea of providing alternate access



         24   to mobile devices.  So for your student who has a



         25   physical disability of some kind and needs alternate
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          1   access, whether it's through switches or other



          2   alternative pointer controls, are they able to get that



          3   access through their device?



          4                  The pictures on this slide are all



          5   different methods of interacting with the iPad or the



          6   iOS devices.  The bottom left shows a device called the



          7   Pererro, which connects into your connector port and



          8   then gives you a switch input jack that you can plug a



          9   switch into.  The bottom right shows you the device



         10   called the Blue2, which is a Bluetooth device that



         11   allows you to do two-switch access into an iPad.



         12                  And then the device on the top, which is



         13   that kind of silver, blue, and orange one, is called the



         14   Tecla DOS, D-O-S.  That -- that one is really



         15   interesting, and that's the -- if I had to say I'm



         16   coveting one of those devices right now, it is the Tecla



         17   device.  That is really very cool looking and, according



         18   to the company, will give you access to the entire



         19   tablet device, because that is part of our concern is I



         20   can get switch access into a device, but what am I



         21   controlling once I get in there?



         22                  Do I have control over the whole device?



         23   Do I have control over the menus?  Do I have control



         24   only in apps?  And even that, is it only certain apps,



         25   or is it every app?  And those are the things we need to
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          1   consider is once you get the alternate access -- that's



          2   great -- what are you doing with the access on the



          3   device?  And according to the -- what I've read from the



          4   company, that Tecla is supposed to give you access to



          5   the device itself, every feature of the device through



          6   their connector.



          7                  The other nice thing about the Tecla,



          8   where I start looking at it from an evaluator's



          9   perspective and a tool that makes sense to have, that



         10   Tecla DOS has a switch on it that allows you to switch



         11   between iOS devices and Android devices.  So you can



         12   control both devices from the same access point.  Again,



         13   as an evaluator, I'm always looking for something I can



         14   use everywhere.  So I could use that with a multitude of



         15   devices, which is pretty exciting.



         16                  So definitely check those out.  On the --



         17   on the wiki page I made for you guys, there is a video



         18   of somebody -- of somebody using that Tecla device to



         19   get kind of an idea of how it works.



         20                  And the other thing, you know, just to



         21   remind ourselves, that there are tablets out there that



         22   are not iPads.  IPads tend to be predominantly what we



         23   talk about, but there are others.  The slide that's up



         24   now, the picture up -- that's up now shows my -- my



         25   newest toy that I just recently got, which is a
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          1   Windows 8 tablet, so not the surface tablet that Windows



          2   puts out, but just a regular Windows 8 tablet put out by



          3   Acer.



          4                  And what's -- what's nice about that, by



          5   purchasing a little cable, and the cable shown on the



          6   side there -- it's a -- it's a micro USB OTG cable.



          7   That stands for "on the go."  I can plug that OTG cable



          8   into my tablet, and then I can plug in any mouse I have



          9   and control the cursor on that tablet.  You know, so



         10   what I have is the ability to take that device and



         11   change it from a touch tablet to something that seems



         12   more like a standard computer interface with a mouse or



         13   a track ball.



         14                  My next fun thing I'm going to try is try



         15   that with a head pointer, with some type of -- with



         16   iGaze, I'm going to try, you know, to kind of broaden



         17   the scope a little.  I've tried it with pretty basic



         18   alternate access tools, and it's worked, different track



         19   balls, different mouse alternatives, different switch



         20   inputs through that plug.  I've given me access to the



         21   device.  So think about that if alternate access is your



         22   issue.  Maybe an iPad doesn't make the most sense.



         23   Perhaps you look at one of these other tools.



         24                  While I'm showing that as a Windows



         25   tablet, you can also plug that same cable into an
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          1   Android tablet too, and it will give you the same



          2   function, so you'll have the ability to do the same



          3   thing in an Android.  Like if you have a Google Nexus



          4   tablet, that would work as well.



          5                  And then something that I just started



          6   playing with, so I can't give you any more than just



          7   kind of a general "Gee, this is really cool" of this



          8   one.  This is an app that's available for your iOS



          9   devices.  It's called Parallels Access, the same company



         10   that makes Parallels that allows you to run Windows



         11   programs on your Mac computer.  This is their newest



         12   product, which is called Parallels Access, which is an



         13   app that allows you to run computer programs on your



         14   iPad.



         15                  So what you're seeing in the picture on



         16   the left -- and I apologize for the darkness of the



         17   picture.  I'll have to fire the photographer, which was



         18   myself, but sorry about that.  The idea with that is on



         19   my iPad, I'm running Draft:Builder right now.  And



         20   I'm -- I'm able to work in Draft:Builder even though



         21   Draft:Builder is living on my laptop.



         22                  I'm able to perform tasks through my



         23   iPad.  I can add in information.  I can save documents.



         24   It's basically mirroring my computer and allowing me to



         25   have access to that.  Really cool.
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          1                  So you get a free trial, and then it --



          2   it's a subscription-based service that you pay yearly.



          3   And from what I've been able to dig through the company



          4   website, it looks like it's about $50 a year to have



          5   that, but a very nice option if you have students who



          6   need specialized AT software that there is no app



          7   alternative to yet, but you want them to have access to



          8   it on a tablet.  This is a really good solution.



          9                  I'm actually going to introduce this to a



         10   student I'm working with tomorrow, because the school



         11   has Draft:Builder.  It's a middle school, and they use



         12   Draft:Builder through a site license to do all their



         13   writing assignments.  And he wants to use his iPad.  And



         14   that's kind of the strategy we're going to use for him



         15   to get through this.  And so we're going to try using



         16   Draft:Builder through his iPad, which will be really



         17   exciting to see how that works.



         18                  So stay tuned.  Maybe -- maybe we'll get



         19   some -- follow me on Twitter, and I'm sure I'll comment



         20   on it all the time as it's working.  But it is actually



         21   pretty cool, a nice option, something to consider.



         22                  Again, as we move through and we keep



         23   talking about access, you have to be aware of the idea



         24   of the accessibility of the devices you're working in



         25   and what type of accessibility is built into any of the
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          1   devices you have.  On the screen now is a picture of the



          2   iPad versus a Kindle and the different types of



          3   accessibility that's built into each.



          4                  Knowing those features and knowing what's



          5   available in those, everything from adjusting the size



          6   of the font to the spacing on the Kindle to the array of



          7   access supports that are built into the accessibility of



          8   the iOS devices, knowing what's there, can you customize



          9   the user experience for your student and make sure you



         10   meet their needs with that device?  And knowing the



         11   different features that are in there and how to do that.



         12                  Now, if our webinar would have been one



         13   day later and would have been tomorrow, we would all



         14   have iOS 7 already, which is the update that's coming



         15   out tomorrow for your iPads and your iPhones and your



         16   iPad -- and your iPod -- sorry.  That comes out



         17   tomorrow.



         18                  According to the early reports, iOS 7 is



         19   going to have switch access build into it and also the



         20   ability to control things on the screen with your head.



         21   And it's going to use the built-in camera to track your



         22   head movement, and then you'll be able to access apps.



         23   So that is something that -- as we start thinking about



         24   using these devices for students that have unique needs



         25   as far as accessibility, this is another nice option to
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          1   have.



          2                  And I'm curious to see the depth of



          3   what's involved there and see how involved someone could



          4   be and potentially use the accessibility features that



          5   are built right in to actually meet their needs.  Will I



          6   still need obviously to have some kind of plug to plug a



          7   switch in?  I may.  So I'm not -- I'm not even sure.  I



          8   can't even tell you what this looks like yet, but I have



          9   to admit, I'm pretty excited to update my iPad tomorrow



         10   and see what it looks like.



         11                  I've already done the necessary backup.



         12   There's my -- my warning to you too, that I just read an



         13   article that said if you're going to move from iOS 6 to



         14   iOS 7, make sure you've backed up your device, just in



         15   case, because this is a big enough upgrade of your



         16   operating system that there is some -- some -- I guess



         17   some concern that this could potentially wipe your data



         18   or not retrieve your data.



         19                  So if you're going to do that on the



         20   device, do it on one that is not your main device first



         21   maybe and see how it goes.  I'll be updating my iPad to



         22   try it, and then I'll move to my phone after it and see



         23   if that works.  So think about that.  Spend the night



         24   tonight backing up your phone before you go and do those



         25   updates, but a very interesting accessibility feature
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          1   built in to the new iOS 7.



          2                  So we'll keep rolling.  We'll keep



          3   talking about the hardware now.  And, again, if you have



          4   any comments, throw them in there in the chat box, and



          5   we'll go from there.  Otherwise, you get the feeling



          6   I'll just talk all day.  If you guys keep sitting in



          7   this chat room, I'll just keep talking until the day



          8   ends.



          9                  We'll look at -- we'll talk about the



         10   hardware, where we think about these tablet devices



         11   and -- and the picture on the screen is just a reminder



         12   that on the left is a man from the '80s or, as my



         13   children say to me, all the way from the '80s and all of



         14   the pieces of technology that have been replaced by our



         15   tablet devices now.  And it's everything from a VCR to a



         16   videocamera to a phone to a radio to a typewriter, a



         17   calculator.  All of the functions that used to be their



         18   own separate devices now live in these tablet devices we



         19   have at our fingertips all the time.



         20                  So the power is there.  The trick is how



         21   to harness that and use it effectively for our students



         22   and make sure that they're able to do the tasks they



         23   have to.  And so we think about some of the issues with



         24   hardware.  And this -- we'll just kind of walk through



         25   them a little.
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          1                  Everybody knows the iPad and the iOS



          2   devices.  There's not a whole lot of mystery there



          3   because it is -- it tends to be the one area of device



          4   that is used the most.  Most schools will do that.



          5   They'll -- they'll employ iPads when they're looking at



          6   a tablet initiative, but we -- I wanted to remind



          7   everybody, there are others there.  And some of these



          8   others might make more sense for a student you're



          9   working with.



         10                  And Android has a whole array of tablets



         11   as well, everything from something like a Nexus tablet,



         12   which is a -- comparable to an iPad, to some of the



         13   other tools, like a Kindle Fire and the Nook, where they



         14   also run a version of Android.  It's a little different,



         15   but they do run a version of it, which may give your



         16   student access to the tools they need.



         17                  And I have a school that I work with



         18   where they were gifted a -- a whole box -- I was going



         19   to just say a whole load -- but it's a whole box of Nook



         20   tablets.  There were about 50 or 60 Nook tablets.  And



         21   they weren't quite sure what to do with them; because



         22   they were so used to iPads and the architecture of how



         23   that works with apps that it took a while to figure out



         24   how to implement these in the classroom.  But in working



         25   with the teachers and doing some professional
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          1   development, I started to remind them that, "Hey, these



          2   things are -- think of it as an extension of your



          3   classroom computer.  What can you do on-line with these?



          4   How can the students take notes?  How can they go to a



          5   website and share their notes with each other using



          6   these little tablets?"



          7                  Just because it doesn't have all the apps



          8   that their iPad has on it doesn't mean it's not an



          9   effective tool for them, so thinking about different



         10   ways to use them, especially if you end up with some of



         11   these tools and have to come up with a plan of how to



         12   use them in a classroom.



         13                  Windows tablets are now coming full



         14   force, and you're seeing more and more push from -- from



         15   Microsoft to get their surface tablets out there.



         16   They're doing things with -- they're reducing the costs



         17   and they're offering to people tablets at a very, very



         18   reduced cost, but their version of the tablet



         19   architecture with the tiles, and it's the same kind of



         20   idea.  Not nearly the amount of apps available that you



         21   would see in the iOS devices or even the Android



         22   marketplace, but a fair number of tools out there.



         23   The -- the positive of these tablets, the Windows



         24   tablets, that I've seen in schools that are using them



         25   is that they will run native Microsoft applications.
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          1                  So if you're already using things like



          2   Word and PowerPoint and Outlook, those will run on those



          3   devices and be a very natural fit for your student.



          4   There's no relearning there.



          5                  The other thing about Windows 8 -- and I



          6   kind of include this in.  Here's another view of my



          7   Windows tablet that you saw before with the track ball.



          8   If you have a tablet -- this is my Acer tablet, where I



          9   was able to plug in an external CD drive and load



         10   software like a regular computer.



         11                  So now I was able to load the whole SOLO



         12   Suite of software into my tablet.  So my Windows tablet



         13   runs SOLO.  It runs Microsoft Office.  So I can have



         14   a -- a student using Word and have Co:Writer pop up in



         15   front of it and have them have help as they're starting



         16   to write.  So thinking about these different



         17   architectures and how they run gives me the function and



         18   that -- kind of that flexibility a little bit to mimic



         19   what a -- what a desktop computer would do in a small



         20   tablet stance, so that little tiny 8-inch tablet, which



         21   is what that is.



         22                  So think about those as an option as



         23   well.  And that -- that tablet was -- I think it was



         24   $300.  So it has the ability to have things plugged in



         25   the side like a flash drive.  I can add in additional
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          1   memory through an SD card.  So there's a lot of these



          2   other functions and features we need to consider and not



          3   just automatically jump to an iPad potentially that



          4   might not meet the needs of our student.



          5                  Okay.  While not truly a tablet computer,



          6   I did want to add this in.  And I -- I left it in on



          7   purpose just to keep in mind that this is a growing



          8   trend in schools, where schools are moving away from



          9   one-to-ones with a tablet and moving towards something



         10   like a Chrome Book.  And that's the picture on the



         11   screen.  That's what that is, a Google Chrome Book, with



         12   the idea that these are smaller, laptop-shaped devices



         13   that run the Chrome browser as their operating system.



         14                  And so that is becoming more and more



         15   ingrained in some schools, especially schools that move



         16   to having everything they do run through Google apps.



         17   So they use Google Drive for all of their writing and



         18   assignments.  Those schools are moving to devices like



         19   this.  And, you know, in -- in my state we're doing --



         20   we're preparing for the -- the high-stakes testing, the



         21   PARCC that's coming out soon, and more and more schools



         22   are using this platform as their technology platform for



         23   those -- testing, so that instead of buying tablets,



         24   they're buying these devices in bulk and using them and



         25   incorporating them in.
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          1                  Along the top of that slide you'll see



          2   the picture -- that's actually the -- a screen capture



          3   from my laptop, and you'll notice on the right-hand side



          4   past the address bar, all of those little buttons are



          5   little different extensions that can be used to assist



          6   students who struggle with reading and writing or maybe



          7   have a visual impairment.  There are a lot of Google



          8   apps and Google extensions that will give you the



          9   function of a lot of the software tools we use for



         10   students.



         11                  And -- and even one of the nicer ones,



         12   which has just gotten a really nice update is the read



         13   and write application from Textell, which will provide



         14   text to speech.  As the student types, it gives me the



         15   function to highlight, and it -- it has a lot of



         16   built-in features that when I'm using the Google



         17   documents to use them as my word processor, I have all



         18   those functions built in through the read and write



         19   extension, which makes that a very powerful word



         20   processing tool for a student who struggles with



         21   writing.



         22                  So keep it in mind.  That's more of a --



         23   an awareness thing, like, "Oh, by the way, watch for



         24   these because they might pop up and you might -- you



         25   might visit a school or a classroom that has one of
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          1   these devices instead of a tablet."  But something to



          2   consider.



          3                  Are you using an eReader as your



          4   hardware?  Perhaps you are, whether it's a dedicated



          5   device or one of the tablet eReader devices.  So you're



          6   looking at the -- the dedicated or the -- the E Ink are



          7   the ones that will display in gray, so in the different



          8   shades of gray and black, versus the tablets, which are



          9   closer to the functionality of an iPad.  They give you



         10   additional features.  They give you the ability to put



         11   apps in there and different types of apps.



         12                  The one thing I warn people about when



         13   they think about eReaders as a support for students in a



         14   classroom as a tablet is be aware of the file formats



         15   that these devices use.  As you can imagine, as shocking



         16   as it seems, if you buy an Amazon -- if you buy a



         17   Kindle, it wants to read an Amazon book.  If you buy a



         18   Nook, it wants to read a book from Barnes & Noble.



         19   Rarely do they want to read their other's content.  They



         20   want to stick with the content that brought them there.



         21                  So knowing that and being aware of the --



         22   of the limitations of those devices.  Read through, look



         23   at the features that are there because -- I've had this



         24   happen to me several times, where I will show up at a



         25   school and a family will have purchased the device they
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          1   think will meet their student's needs -- their child's



          2   needs, only to find that that's not a feature of the



          3   device they bought.



          4                  And I'm thinking specifically of text to



          5   speech, where like someone will buy a device thinking



          6   it's going to read a book back to a student, and it



          7   doesn't because it's not a feature of that tool.  And



          8   then they have this idea of:  "Oh, well, now you just



          9   bought something that's completely inappropriate because



         10   you got kind of all excited to move forward with the



         11   tool, thinking that they all just talk, but they don't."



         12   So be aware of the -- of the features and what those



         13   devices have in them.  It could be very different.



         14                  Things to remember when you start



         15   thinking to implement these tools -- and these are



         16   always the things that tend to get forgotten.



         17   Everything else you're going to need to use this device.



         18   Remember, it's not included in the box, so if you're



         19   going to use these in a classroom and you're going to be



         20   projecting to share information with the group, how are



         21   you going to do that?  Maybe it's as simple as an



         22   adapter, which are the two white adapters on the left,



         23   that will allow you to plug your iPad into a projector



         24   to show your materials up on a screen.



         25                  Maybe you'll use something like an Apple
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          1   TV, which will allow you to stream your screen from your



          2   I-device wirelessly to the projector.  And then on the



          3   other side there's -- one of the newer tools that's out



          4   there is the Google Chromecast, which works with a lot



          5   of the devices.  And it's the same idea.  It's a -- it's



          6   a small thumb-drive size device that plugs into your TV



          7   through an HDMI port, and then it allows you to stream



          8   your device to the TV.



          9                  Pretty inexpensive.  It's only 35 bucks.



         10   Pretty limited right now too, though.  So I always warn



         11   people, be -- be aware that it's not going to stream



         12   everything.  I'm one of those -- I'm officially -- when



         13   you think of an early adopter, I'm an early adopter.



         14   And that Chromecast I bought the first day it came out,



         15   not even knowing what it would do.  I just bought it



         16   because it seemed really cool, and I wanted to have



         17   that, thinking I would be able to mirror my entire



         18   device onto my big screen TV.  And what I find is that



         19   it's not built with that functionality yet.



         20                  It has several apps that it will stream.



         21   It'll stream music and videos and movies.  And it will



         22   stream your web browser, but it won't let me go to the



         23   desktop of my tablet and show apps that I'm using and



         24   move through different apps.



         25                  So just be aware of what those things do.
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          1   And if you don't want to spend money you're going to



          2   regret later, be aware that those things will happen and



          3   those different features that they have.  I go with the



          4   theory it was 35 bucks, and eventually I'm hoping it's



          5   going to do what I want it to do anyway, so that's going



          6   to be okay.



          7                  The other thing to consider, cases and



          8   mounts.  Does the person you're working with, the



          9   student, need one of these tools in order to use this



         10   device effectively?  Do they need some way to carry it



         11   and protect it from being dropped?  I don't know if



         12   you've ever seen an iPad hit the ground and then look at



         13   its screen.  It's pretty ugly when it turns back over



         14   and it's all spider webbed out, and then all the glass



         15   falls out of it.  It's very sad.



         16                  So do they need a case to protect it?  Do



         17   they need it mounted somewhere, on a wheelchair or a



         18   table?  In -- on the slide there, they even show one



         19   that allows you to attach your iPad to a golf cart,



         20   which might be a nice option for mobility.  If you have



         21   someone who's going to be moving around a lot and they



         22   want to take something that rolls to help perhaps with



         23   gait as wells as transporting this device, that's not a



         24   bad option.  Something to consider.



         25                  All right.  Let's talk about apps, the
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          1   A to Z of apps and all of the apps that are out there.



          2   This is always the fun.  This is where people will walk



          3   up to you and say, "I have 700 apps in my iPad, and I



          4   have so many that I'm about to buy another device to put



          5   more apps on it."



          6                  And then I will typically stare at that



          7   person and then say, "That's pretty cool, I guess.  What



          8   do you do with those apps?  Which ones are your



          9   favorites?  How do you use this app?" and will point to



         10   one and talk.



         11                  And sometimes there are instances where



         12   they can't tell you what they do with a certain app, but



         13   they just keep repeating over and over that they have



         14   700 apps, which is fine.  I would argue you're better



         15   served by 7 well-placed apps than 700 apps that you got



         16   because they were free on a Friday or you just



         17   downloaded them because you got a free code to download



         18   them.



         19                  Just having 700 apps on your device



         20   doesn't make the device effective for people.  It just



         21   makes it a bit of a bear to manage.  So think about



         22   that.  Consider what your student's trying to accomplish



         23   and go with the "less is more" approach to things.



         24                  Find apps that work for them.  Perhaps



         25   download a few that do the same thing and then explore
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          1   the features of each and then pick one and then delete



          2   the others.  It's okay to delete an app from your



          3   device.  It still lives in your account somewhere.  You



          4   can always get it back.



          5                  And we've had that struggle with



          6   teachers, where they watch me delete something and they



          7   panic that it's gone forever.  I say, "No, you can get



          8   it back.  It'll come back, but right now it's off your



          9   device.  It's not needed right now."



         10                  Think about the apps you're going to use



         11   and then pick ones accordingly.  And I always compare



         12   apps and device management to the Wild West.  It's just



         13   a free-for-all, how apps are placed on devices, how you



         14   access them, where -- where you use them, when you use



         15   them, whose device has what apps on them.  It is a



         16   complete and total free-for-all sometimes.  And this



         17   slide is to remind you to not be the Wild West, where



         18   it's just complete anarchy, but instead think about the



         19   plan of how a student's going to access this, especially



         20   if you start working in an environment where there's an



         21   iPad for everybody and everybody has these tools and



         22   what apps make the most sense for everybody.



         23                  And I'll point you towards this idea of



         24   this Revised Bloom's Taxonomy, where they -- you think



         25   about the areas that make sense when looking at an app
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          1   and evaluating how effective this app is for what you're



          2   trying to do.  And does it give you -- does it meet



          3   these criteria of allowing you to remember and



          4   understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, and then



          5   ultimately create?  Does it give you this -- that



          6   functionality?  And if it doesn't, what does it do for



          7   you?  And does that still meet the need of what you're



          8   looking at?



          9                  On our wiki page that we have under



         10   the -- the tab -- or the -- the page that says "Apps,



         11   Apps, and More Apps," there's a link there to an app



         12   evaluation rubric that Kathy Schrock put out, and



         13   that's actually the slide right now.  That's her slide



         14   talking about apps.  I gave you the link to the PDF of



         15   her app rubric.



         16                  It's the one I hand out to every teacher



         17   when we start talking about whether an app is



         18   appropriate for a student or not.  Or any time they



         19   download a free app and they want to try it with a



         20   student, I ask them to go through this rubric and



         21   determine how appropriate that app is for the student



         22   they're working with using the scale on that rubric.



         23   And it starts to give you a really good indicator of:



         24   While this app may seem cool and I really want it



         25   because it's normally $10 but it's free today and I have
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          1   to use it with this student -- really kind of brings it



          2   back to the idea of matching what that app does to what



          3   the student needs it to do, regardless of cost and



          4   whether it was free for the next four hours.  That



          5   doesn't matter.



          6                  And -- and I'm not saying I don't do



          7   that, because when I see something that's free and it



          8   tends to cost money and it even remotely looks like I



          9   might use it, I download it to my account.  I may not



         10   put it on my iPad, but I download it so I have it.  And



         11   then I'll put it on to explore it.  But there's many



         12   times that I'll download those free ones on one of those



         13   free days and then delete it a couple of days later



         14   because it just doesn't do what I'm hoping for it to do



         15   for the student I might have thought of.  So don't be



         16   afraid to get rid of those and consider making sure that



         17   those apps are meeting the need that you were -- you



         18   were striving to meet when you started.



         19                  When putting tablets in place for people,



         20   especially for a school that's doing a one-to-one or a



         21   roll-out of a lot of devices, one for each student,



         22   that's fine, but remember, typically the students we're



         23   working with are the students that might have different



         24   needs than everybody else.  So while a straightforward



         25   roll-out of apps might work for everyone, the student
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          1   I'm working with may also need the ability to get



          2   specialized apps on their device.  And what's the



          3   process for doing that?  How am I able to do that?



          4                  And that's a discussion to have with the



          5   technology people that roll these devices out for you --



          6   is:  "That's fine.  I'm all for you managing it from



          7   somewhere else.  That's okay.  But when that instance



          8   comes where I need Co:Writer loaded on -- on the iPad



          9   for the student I'm working with, what's the process to



         10   do that?  How do I get that on there?  Do I have to go



         11   see somebody?  Am I able to do it myself?  Do I have



         12   control of the Apple I.D. that's attached to that iPad?



         13   And am I able to get an app on there, or do I need to



         14   bring it back to be reimaged?  If they push out an



         15   update, will it erase all of the custom and specialized



         16   apps that I'm using for the student I'm working with?"



         17                  Those are huge issues.  And if you



         18   haven't had that happen yet to you, I'm happy for you.



         19   I think that's great.  And I'm only telling you this



         20   because I've watched this happen, where we've worked on



         21   different things and they've pushed out a new update to



         22   all of the devices and it's erased all of the work a



         23   student has done because it lived in an app that went



         24   away when the new image got pushed out.  So consider



         25   that.  Make sure you're aware of that, what happens to







�

                                                                       40







          1   those unique situations that you might come across.



          2                  And then that kind of leads us nicely



          3   into this next step of:  "How do I get apps on the



          4   device?  What's the process that's put in place?"



          5                  And schools do this differently, whether



          6   it is all about providing gift cards -- and I have a --



          7   I have a school that does this, and they -- actually it



          8   works very, very well.  They give -- they give the



          9   teachers gift cards in certain denominations, and



         10   they've actually put this in their budget in -- in the



         11   same line that they put -- I've lost the word.  I'm



         12   sorry.  I can't think of the word.  I was going to say



         13   expendables, but that's not it.  Like paper and all



         14   that.  It goes in --



         15                  >> KIRK BEHNKE:  Consumables.



         16                  >> MIKE MAROTTA:   Thank you, Kirk.  I



         17   was waiting for you to help me and save me.  Thank you.



         18                  Consumables.  So they put those in that



         19   line on the budget.  And then when the teachers use that



         20   money up, there is a process -- for one school I'm in,



         21   there is a process where the teachers have to kind of



         22   document why they bought certain apps they did and how



         23   they used it to meet their curricular goals.  And then



         24   if that seems appropriate for their director of special



         25   services, she will issue another gift card in a small
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          1   amount.  And usually they're small amounts, about 20



          2   bucks at a time.  So they go through and they'll



          3   purchase these for classroom devices and try them.



          4   That's one strategy to do it, and that -- that works



          5   well for some schools.



          6                  Others go with the idea of they're using



          7   the iPads and they're doing the volume purchasing



          8   program, which allows them to purchase apps in a larger



          9   scale at sometimes a discount and then push those out to



         10   people through codes that they then redeem on their



         11   certain devices.  Again, depending on the level of what



         12   you're talking about here, the number of devices, the



         13   number of apps you're thinking about, depends on how



         14   schools will go and -- and try this.



         15                  As we can see just from the picture on



         16   the -- the flowchart for the volume purchasing program,



         17   as you move through this process, there are people



         18   involved at each step.  There's a program manager, a



         19   program facilitator, an end user.  There's other people



         20   associated with the process.



         21                  Many times that program manager or



         22   facilitator is someone in the school's technology



         23   department.  And are they willing to take that job on?



         24   Are they going to be effective at doing that?  So



         25   that -- that's a discussion logistically of how that
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          1   works out.  Not always an easy discussion but one that



          2   has to happen so that you make sure that the apps that



          3   are purchased end up staying in the device they were



          4   purchased for.



          5                  And then finally, in our last few



          6   minutes, we'll -- we'll talk about the idea of



          7   implementation.  It's great.  Oh, I have all these



          8   iPads.  That's wonderful.  I have all these tablet



          9   devices in my classroom.  Well, that's great, but what



         10   are you going to do with them?  Just having the tools in



         11   the classroom does not make that more effective for your



         12   students.  There has to be some systematic plan of what



         13   you're going to do.



         14                  And a lot of times, I will tell teachers,



         15   "Think about the short term.  Don't worry about the long



         16   term right now.  Think of short.  What is going to be



         17   accomplished?  How are you going to integrate these



         18   tools into what you're teaching in the class already?



         19   Don't let the technology drive your teaching but instead



         20   use it to help facilitate the learning that happens in



         21   the classroom."



         22                  The -- the picture on the slide there is



         23   such a cool picture.  The idea is that it's an art show



         24   that happened in a school.  And as they went and did the



         25   art show, at the bottom of each picture, they attached a
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          1   QR code, which is those little boxes with all those



          2   squiggly lines in it.  The students could walk up to any



          3   painting or any piece of art and take a picture with



          4   their device, and it would bring them to a page on the



          5   school's website that talked about the artist and how



          6   they went about doing that and their inspiration for



          7   what they -- what they painted or made or drew, whatever



          8   it was.  But it was that interactive approach.



          9                  The technology is not driving that,



         10   because you know what?  If you went to that art show



         11   without a device, you could still go to that art show



         12   and enjoy it.  And then if you knew there was a website



         13   you could go to or a -- or a book that you could read



         14   through to see about the artists and learn more, you



         15   could do that.  But the technology is facilitating that



         16   for someone who might need that additional support.  Not



         17   driving the whole process but instead enhancing it for



         18   your students, which I think is a really great way to



         19   show a use of technology as far as implementing it into



         20   a process.



         21                  So think about integration.  Don't



         22   necessarily tie it to a specific tool.  You don't have



         23   an iPad curriculum.  No, you have a curriculum, and you



         24   employ mobile devices to help you meet that curriculum.



         25   Because you may have students who come in with some
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          1   other device, especially if it's a -- if it's a school



          2   or a district that does bring-your-own technology.  Then



          3   we could go back to that Wild West picture.



          4                  Then it -- it, again, is a free-for-all,



          5   and that makes you really consider:  "What is it I'm



          6   trying to get across and will that work on any device



          7   someone ties into my curriculum with?"



          8                  And then the last bullet there is -- is



          9   one of the most critical ones.  Find some way to do



         10   staff development for this, professional development.



         11   Encourage your teachers to -- to work collaboratively to



         12   come up with ideas of -- of how to use these tools



         13   effectively in their instruction and how to build



         14   moments that these technology tools support their



         15   instruction and not potentially take it over.  And it



         16   doesn't become a computer class but instead a class -- a



         17   class that, oh, by the way, has computers in it.  And



         18   that's a good way to look at it as well.



         19                  Look at different types of opportunities



         20   for learning.  Is it something you could do at a staff



         21   meeting where people get moments to just brainstorm?



         22   I -- I just recently -- I haven't done it yet, but I did



         23   get a director to agree that at their special services



         24   staff meetings that happen one day -- it's every two



         25   months, they get a half of a day where they can all come
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          1   together.  And the next one I'm going to be doing in



          2   October with them, part of the day is going to be run



          3   kind of ed camp style, where there is no -- there is no



          4   set schedule but instead people will get together in



          5   loose kind of informal groups and talk about



          6   applications that are interesting to them, technology



          7   that's interesting to them.



          8                  They -- they're going to drive the -- the



          9   actual meeting.  All I'm going to do is stand there and



         10   facilitate, make sure they don't leave the room or run



         11   away or do something else, but instead let them drive



         12   the learning on what they want to do in order to use



         13   their tools effectively.  So think about those



         14   strategies to do that.



         15                  Well, there we go.  We're at the end of



         16   our hour.  Like I said, we could talk for another three



         17   hours if we wanted to on each of these topics.  You



         18   have -- my information is there, my e-mail address, my



         19   Twitter handle.  There's my website.  If you have any



         20   other questions, I'd be happy to answer them.  Hopefully



         21   I have an answer.  If not, I will find somebody that has



         22   an answer for you and get that out to you.



         23                  So with that, I say thank you very much



         24   for your attention today.  And are there any questions?



         25                  >> KIRK BEHNKE:  I think I just want to
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          1   echo what Angela at -- here at Region 4 said:  "I also



          2   tell folks that they need to be able to articulate how



          3   the tech (true for all tech, not just tablets) connects



          4   and supports to the TEKS and the IEP."



          5                  So I think that's a really great way to



          6   also end up our training for today for tablets for



          7   students.  So thank you, Mike, very much for your



          8   presentation.



          9                  I do want to draw everyone's attention



         10   that this tablets4students.wikispaces.com will still be



         11   available to you after this live training.  And, of



         12   course, it will also be available on the recorded



         13   session, which will be housed on the Texas Assistive



         14   Technology Network, which is Texasat.net.  So please



         15   tell your friends if they missed it or whatever that,



         16   again, the recording will be available at Texasat.net



         17   and then also will have a link to the wiki site as well.



         18                  And we certainly appreciate your



         19   attendance today and your presence.  So thank you so



         20   much, Mike.  Thank you, everyone, for coming today, and



         21   we appreciate your support.



         22                  And just to let you know that our next



         23   webinar will be on Funding of Assistive Technology, and



         24   that will be held on December 3rd of 2013.  And, again,



         25   it will be just a one-hour webinar that'll be held from
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          1   11:00 to 12:00, Central Time.  And it's on Funding of



          2   Assistive Technology for K through 12 settings.



          3                  Thank you so much, everyone.  Thank you



          4   very much, and, Mike, again, thank you so much for a



          5   great webinar.  And we'll talk to you later.



          6                  >> MIKE MAROTTA:  Thank you.



          7                  (End of Webinar.)



          8                          * * * * * *
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          1   STATE OF TEXAS       :



          2   COUNTY OF HARRIS     :



          3   



          4                  I, Melodie I. Thompson  a Certified



          5   Shorthand Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do



          6   hereby certify that the transcription contained herein



          7   was reported by me in machine shorthand from an on-line



          8   recorded webinar, later reduced to typewritten form, and



          9   the above and foregoing pages constitute a true and



         10   correct transcript thereof to the best of my ability.



         11   



         12                  Certified to by me this 24th day of



         13   September, 2013.



         14   
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1 1 M ke and | have known each other --
2 2| excuse ne -- for a number of years. Excuse nme one
3 3| second.
4 4 >> M KE MAROTTA: That was nice. | get
5 5| choked up when | think about it too, Kirk. That's nice.
6 TRANSCRI PT OF RECORDED VEBI NAR 6 >> KIRK BEHNKE:  Yeah. Thanks, M ke.
7 7| Mke and | have worked together for a number of years.
8 Texas Assistive Technol ogy Network g| And as you can tell, we're pretty laid back, so
9 9| hopefully if you have any questions or comments, feel
10 Tabl et Conputers = Success for Struggling Students 10| free to go ahead and just type themin the chat w ndow.
11 Presented on September 17, 2013 11 This will be a broadcast webinar, so
12 12| basically you will be only hearing ny voice -- sorry
13 Moderator: Kirk Behnke 13| about that -- or Mke's voice in giving the

Presenter: Mke Marotta
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presentation.

So without further adieu, I'mgoing to

=

o
=
3]

16| hand it over to Mke. So, Mke, go ahead and tell us a
17 17|little bit about tablet conmputers and how they equal
18 18| success for struggling students.
19 19 >> MKE MAROTTA: Very good, Kirk. Thank
20 20| you. Good norning, everybody. dad to be here.

21| Transcribed on Septenmber 24, 2013, by:

21| Excited to talk to you about this today. Kirk, as
22 &ngg'iegals' Dlggg?f?gh g?{/i cRePsR CRR TCRR 22| always, sets the stage very nicely, so | appreciate
23 &gﬁgtlowr%gﬁgt 5;83\6@% suite 210 23| that. And | look forward to sharing information with
24 (281) 469-5580 or (888) 893-3767
Fax (713) 460-2525 24| you.

25 25 It's always interesting when you -- when

Page 2 Page 4
1 (Begi nning of Webinar.) 1| you think about a topic in assistive technology that
2 >> Kl RK BEHNKE:  So, thank you, everyone, 2| could easily expand beyond the one hour of the webinar
3| for joining us today for Tablet Conputers Equals Success | 3|we have in front of us today. This is definitely the
4| for Students -- Success for Struggling Students. And 4|topic that could do that. W could easily sit here for
5(1'd like to welcone you all to the -- the live 5| days and tal k about tablet conputers and probably never
6| presentation, which is happening today on 6|get all the information out, but we'll -- we'll try our
7| Septenber 17th, at 11:00 o'clock in the norning. 7|best. 1'mgoing to -- 1'mgoing to share sone
8 We have a pretty full house today. | had | g|information with you today. Hopefully you'll find
9| about 45 people registered. W have 33 in the main 9| sonet hing useful .
10| room so I'massuning that nore people will be conming in |10 On the main screen right now you're
11| as we nove al ong. 11| seeing the nain page of the wiki site that |'ve made for
12 This is a recorded session. It will be 12| our training today. So if you take no other notes from
13| avail able -- excuse nme -- on the Texas Assistive 13| this afternoon -- from | mean, this norning -- sorry.
14| Technol ogy Network main site. [If you have any 14| 1t's already afternoon here, so I'mthrown off. Sorry
15| questions, comments, or resources which you'd like to 15| about that. If you take no other notes, make sure you
16| share with the group, feel free to go ahead and type 16| wite down the web address where this presentation
17|themin the chat window. W'd be real appreciative if 17|lives, which is tablets4students.w ki spaces.com
18| you do have any resources to share as we nove al ong 18 Everything | talk about will be on that
19| throughout the presentation today. 19| page. You'll have ny contact info. You'll have the
20 I'd like to introduce to you Mke 20| enbedded Power Poi nt presentation. You have a handout,
21| Marotta. He is our assistive technology practitioner, 21|if you'd like to print it out. And then as | go through
22| and he's from New Jersey. He does -- he does 22| some of the topics that we talk about this norning, |
23| prof essional devel opment. He does technical assistance. [23|nade you guys extra pages related to those topics to try
24| He works in -- in the -- for the State of New Jersey as |[24|to enmbed nore resources in there. So hopefully either
25| an AT/ EdTech Consul tant. 25| the things that we tal k about in person right now or on
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1| the resources that are on that page you'll find 1| opportunity for us all to share our collective
2| sonething that's hel pful for you in your setting. 2| experience about this and make sure we touch on all the
3 So with that said, | wll take over 3|areas that affect the students we're working with. So
4| Kirk's conputer, which was the worst nistake he could 4| please put in as nuch as you'd like in that window. |'m
5| have done. He's given ne this power over his conputer. 5lall for it. Go ahead, Kirk.
6| And we'll start. We'll junp into the PowerPoi nt 6 >> KIRK BEHNKE: |'d be happy -- I'd be
7| presentation. 7 | happy to, M ke.
8 1"l give you alittle bit nore 8 >> M KE MAROTTA: Kirk, you going to nmake
9| background about nyself and who | am and what | do. glit?
10| There's ny contact information on the screen now. As 10 >> KIRK BEHNKE:  Gosh, I'm-- no, I'm
11| Kirk said, I'man assistive technol ogy professional in 11|9glad I'mnot presenting here. |'mlosing ny voice.
12| New Jersey. | currently work for a non-profit that goes |12 >> M KE MAROTTA: Al right. If I -- if
13| out and provides consultation services to schools and 13| ! hear Kirk fall to the ground, whoever's closest to him
14| organi zati ons throughout our state. 14|in Texas, you've got to go help himout.
15 So | serve not only students in the K 15 So all right. Let's -- let's keep
16| through 12 setting but also students in higher ed. | 16| oursel ves going here. Let's talk about -- there's the
17| serve people in vocational settings. | also serve 17| wi ki page address again that | gave you just to have it.
18| people in the community with assistive technology, so a |18|Again, tablets4students.w ki spaces. com
19| little of everything. So while we'll focus today on 19 So when we think about tablets, | usually
20| tablets for students, | -- | have some experience using |20Q|start off with this thought as we do one of these kinds
21| themon the -- on the broader scale as well, so 21| of presentations. Truly, if you think about it, tablets
22| hopefully 1'Il be able to share sone -- sone stories, 22| have become, in essence, the new nornmal when you think
23| hopefully not too long, hopefully not too ranbling, but |[23]|about computers. Even sone of our desktop systems and
24|11l share sone resources as we go. 24| aptops that we provide to a student, or even get
25 Kind of the idea of what we're going to 25| oursel ves now, have a touch conmponent to it. So this
Page 6 Page 8
1| tal k about throughout the hour as we go, we're going 1|idea of tablets and touch conputing has kind of
2(to -- we're going to | ook at a couple of main sections, 2| overwhelmed the -- the field and -- and the area of
3|and then we'll break each of those down, but talking 3| technol ogy when we | ook at the things that are avail able
4| about access to the tablets, figuring out this -- the 4| now, whether -- it's everything froma smart phone all
5| device that's nost appropriate for the student you're 5|the way up to a 28-inch desktop conmputer that is touch
6| working with. And you can't talk about tablets without 6|enabled that is -- is, in essence, a very large tablet.
7| tal king about apps, so we'll talk about apps a little 7 So this is the -- the way the field or
g|bit. And then finally we'll wap up tal king about g|technology is noving. And the concern that we mi ght
9| inplenentation: Wiat does that |look |ike at the end? 9| have as providers working with students with
10| How do we make sure that we've done a good job of 10| disabilities is: Wiere does that |eave the students we
11| getting these tools in the hands of students where they |[171|work with? And there are sonme times where this |eaves
12| can use themeffectively? 12| our students in not a great place, not being able to use
13 As Kirk nentioned, there is a chat window|13|the tools that are out there. And that's why we'll | ook
14| on the left-hand side of your screen. |f you have 14| at access in a second, but kind of that thought process
15| comments or questions, throw themin that chat w ndow. 15| of this is where the field of technology is going.
16| !f | don't get to it right away, don't panic. | wll 16 And if you read articles about technol ogy
17|l ook over there. | know Kirk is lurking around too, so |17|as you see kind of predictions of what's to come, there
18| maybe if Kirk sees a question that he can answer, maybe |18|are nmarket predictions that the use of tablet conputers
19| he' Il be kind enough to type in an answer or a commrent. 19|will rise to be 80 percent, 85 percent of all the
20| But I will go through that as we go and try to -- or 20| systems sold within the next several years. | believe
21| respond to as many questions as you guys have. 21|it was 2018. | sawthat in -- in an article that said
22 And also, like Kirk said, if you have 22| by 2018, we'll be -- tablet conputers will nake
23| resources -- if | touch on something and you have 23| up upwards of 80 percent of the conputers that people
24| resources that you ve worked with related to that topic, [24|buy. So this is the trend. This is where the field is
25| pl ease share that in there. | think it's a great 25| going. W need to neke sure we can adjust and continue
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1|to provide support to the students we work with. 1| for student, environments, tasks, and tools.
2 When you think tablet conputers in 2 And it's inportant to renenber that even
3| assistive technol ogy, why are we doing that? And 3| as we get all absorbed in this new field of tablets and
4| predominantly it's for those couple of reasons that are 4|1 ook at us being nobile and having all this conputing
5|on that slide there. They're everywhere. | nean, you 5| power and all these apps and we can do all these things
6| can't spin around in a circle without bunping into a 6| and however el se soneone sells to you why they m ght
7| smart phone or an iPad anywhere. Those devices are 7| need an iPad, renmenber that for certain situations and
g|there. They're readily available. The support for them| g|for certain students, a nobile device nmight not be
g|is easier to find in a sense that the general public and | g|appropriate, specifically if the student has access
10| famlies of the students we're supporting are not 10| issues that the tablet is not going to support. Well,
11| necessarily afraid of these devices. 11| then nmaybe that's not the nobst appropriate tool for
12 If we provide a | aptop conputer with 12| them
13| specialized AT software on it, that tends to scare 13 But renenbering what the student's skills
14| peopl e sonetimes because it's different than what 14| are, the environments they're going to use the tech in,
15| they're used to. But if we provide a tablet and say, 15| and then the tasks they need to acconplish, are those
16| "This is the tablet we're using, and the app your child |16|tasks best suited to a nobile device, a tablet device?
17|is going to use is app X," whatever that mght be, there |17|Maybe they are, maybe they' re not. And so it's
18|is not a fear with that. People don't get afraid that 18| remi nding people to take a breath, renenber that there
19| that's what you're going to be giving them They 19| are other tools out there, and ultimately we're working
20| understand how the device mght work, and that's 20|to find the best tool that makes the nost sense for the
21| confortable to them 21| student. Whether that is a tablet or not renmains to be
22 And then realistically the idea that 22| seen sonetines, but reminding themthat that is the
23| tablets and all these devices are nore socially 23| case.
24| acceptable. Students are willing to use these devices. (24 So we think about starting to nmove into
25| This is not a red flag sonetimes in a classroombut, in |25|these devices and | ooking at the big kind of picture of
Page 10 Page 12
1| fact, sonme kind of tool that involves themin the 1| this and how these work, the first thing we need to
2| classroomactivities. |t goes fromthe "I don't want 2| think about is the idea of access to the device, so the
3| anybody to see ne using this" to "I want to make sure 3|idea of using these devices which are predoninantly
4| everybody sees ne using this tool; this is really cool 4| touch enabled. And so will the student be able to use
5|that | sit and | use this." 5| this device?
6 So -- so we see those different things, 6 Now, with these touch screens of all the
7|land | know as | go out to schools, any time | make 7|tablets that we're talking about, it's not the issue of
g| recommendations for an AT tool that is not a tablet, g|requiring pressure but the ability to touch the screen.
g|that is always in the back of ny mind with -- with any 9| And so is a person -- is a student able to isolate a
10| of the students that | work with is, you know. Are they |10|finger to touch the screen? Do they use maybe a stylus?
11| 9oing to accept this tool and want to use it in the 11| And | think there's a picture of that in the next slide
12| classroon? Sonetines yes, sometines no. 12| that we'll get to. Do they need a stylus to access the
13 So as we nove through tablets, and -- and [13|screen? Wat do they need?
14|11 -- I'm-- I'msniling to nyself over here. 1'll give |14 On the -- on the slide that you're
15| you a little understanding of why there's a smle inny |15(looking at right nowis a picture of sonebody using an
16| voice. | just had this presentation, a very simlar 16| i Phone, and they're using a texting glove. Now, if
17| one, last night to a parents group. And all they wanted |17|you're not famliar with that, it is a glove -- it's a
18| to tal k about was iPads and "How coul d we get iPads?" 18| knit glove that you can wear, and the fingertips, the
19| and "W need i Pads" and "My child should have an iPad." |19|thunb and the index finger, are sewn into -- sewn into
20 And | had to stop after a couple of 20| those fingertips is conductive thread that actually
21| mnutes and bring everybody kind of off the | edge a 21| allows the person to use a touch device with that glove
22|little bit and say, "Renenber the idea of the SETT 22|on, which -- okay, so that 's great.
23| Franework." And for anybody who might not be famliar 23 It's -- it's wintertine. Here |l amin
24| with the SETT Framework, it was devel oped by Joy Zabala. [24| New Jersey and I'm-- |'musing ny phone in the wnter,
25| The SETT framework, the letters of SETT, S-E-T-T, stand |[25|and | can use that glove to use it. That's perfect.
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1| But think about some of the other functions we can do 1| and hold? Are they able to conplete that physically?
2|with that or some of the other needs that that can neet. 2 O the flip side of that, are they able
3|1've actually used that in classes where -- |'m 3|to cognitively understand the gesture that is needed to
4| currently supporting a roomwhere they just recently -- 4| performany task at any given time? And if not, then we
5lit's a-- is it a kindergarten? |'mtrying to think -- 5| need to look at: Is that app making the nost sense for
6|it's a first grade room Sorry. | couldn't picture how| g|that student, or is the device itself nmaking the nost
7|old these little kids are. | just know they're small. 7| sense for that student? Sonetimes yes, sonetimes no.
g|!'mtrying to picture what grade they were in. It's 8| W need to address.
g|first grade. They -- the school put a whole cart of 9 If they need assistance with the actual

10| i Pads in there. 10| gestures and -- and supports for that, we can |l ook at --
11 So everybody has an iPad throughout the 11|if people are familiar in the i OS devices, we use the
12| day that they use. And one of the students is having 12| feature called assistive touch and you -- and that gives
13| sone issue with accessing the iPad because they're 13| you a single access point on the screen that actually
14| laying their entire hand on the screen. And as they 14| allows you to launch a variety of features on the

15| nove their hand around, the iPad' s registering all of 15| device, fromgestures all the way to button pushes. So
16| that novenent of their whole entire palmand all of 16| that's a solution that we use for a lot of students that
17| their fingers. So the solution for that student that we |17|don't have the ability to performmultiple physical

18| did was we purchased one of these texting gloves. And 18| touches at one tine.

19| now the student can rest their whole hand on the iPad 19 And then anything el se that you m ght

20| without it accessing or making any selection until 20| think of as far as access aids fromstyluses to key

21| they're ready. They can use either their thumb or their [21]|guards, which is the picture on the left. If a
22|index finger to tap where they need to. 22| student's using a tablet device and as perhaps an

23 And it's actually taken a student who was 23| augnented communi cation device, do they need a key

24| not able to use the iPad because they were having such 24| guar d?

25| struggles with it that they were actually using the 25 Pl ease remenber that if you're going to

Page 14 Page 16
1| cl assroom conputer. Now with this glove, they're able 1| put a key guard on a touch device, nmake sure every
2|(to use the iPad |ike everybody else, participate in the 2| screen the student's going to access has the sane button
3| sane activities that everybody else is, do the sane 3| layouts so that keyboard is actually still workable once
4| tasks that everybody's doing just fromone of those 4| they get beyond that first page.
5| texting gl oves. 5 And then al so any type of potentially
6 So if you're looking for a quick solution | @|honermade stylus that you might need. You think about
7| that isolates touch for soneone on these devices, that's | 7|the -- the typical styluses that they sell for touch
g|a great one. And that one right there in the slide, g| devices mimc the | ook and shape of a pen or a pencil.
g|that's the one | purchased at ny |ocal Walgreens. It 9| That's the style nost of themare. But for some of our

10| was an inpul se buy, right at the register there. It was |10[students, they need physically those shapes to be

11| about four or five bucks. So those devices are out 11| changed, so | ooking at other options, adding different
12| there -- those tools are out there. 12| handles to it, giving it a different size and weight

13 The other thing we need to consider when |[13]|perhaps to help with stability. Looking at different
14| we look at using the screen, the touch screen of these 14| strategies to give themthe touch access.

15| tablets -- devices is the ability to do gestures. |Is 15 If you're ever looking for some kind of
16| the person confortable -- the student confortable with 16| fun little activity to do maybe in a staff neeting or
17| perfornming these gestures? Are they able to perform 17|you're going to pull people together to do some kind of
18| these gestures to access certain apps and certain 18| build-it-yourself, a make-and-take, if you will, do

19| functions of apps? 19| sonme -- do a Google search on "nake your own touch

20 And, you know, the ability to do these 20| tablet stylus.” And there are so many different ways
21| gestures is actually kind of twofold. There is a 21| you can make themout there, everything fromuse a candy
22| physical conponent to it. Are they physically able to 22| wapper and a pencil to use a Bic pen with a -- with a
23| do these gestures? And if not, then we look for ways to (23| paper clip and a sponge attached to it. And you can
24| acconmodate that within the device. Are they able to 24| make yourself your own stylus. But it gets you kind of
25| nove two fingers at once? Are they able to pinch or tap [25]|thinking of creative ways to make sure the students are
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1| able to access these devices. 1| consider is once you get the alternate access -- that's
2 The flip side of this slide reninds us 2| great -- what are you doing with the access on the
3|that if the student is using a tablet device for -- for 3| device? And according to the -- what |'ve read fromthe
4| some task, will they need that sound fromthat device? 4| conpany, that Tecla is supposed to give you access to
5| And -- and right away when we think about sound, we 5|the device itself, every feature of the device through
6| think about students using tablets for comunication 6| their connector.
7|aids. And they're maybe not as loud as they nmight need 7 The other nice thing about the Tecla,
g|themto be to be heard in the environment. So you | ook g|where | start looking at it froman evaluator's
g|for anplified speakers. And do they need to have sone 9| perspective and a tool that makes sense to have, that

10| other way to generate sound? And the -- the flip side 10| Tecla DOS has a switch on it that allows you to switch
11| of that is: "Yes, | need the |ouder speech" or "I need |[11|between iGOS devices and Android devices. So you can

12| sound to cone out of ny device and be anplified." 12| control both devices fromthe same access point. Again,
13 The flip side of that is I've taken 13| as an evaluator, |'m always |ooking for sonething I can
14| sonething that's potentially very nobile and snall and 14| use everywhere. So | could use that with a multitude of
15| easy to carry, and am| adding sonething else to it? 15| devices, which is pretty exciting.

16| Now | have another piece potentially and how is that 16 So definitely check those out. On the --
17| going to work and | ooking at the ways that anplification |17|on the wi ki page | made for you guys, there is a video
18| can happen without causing a student to start carrying 18| of sonebody -- of sonebody using that Tecla device to
19| around bunches of things, just nore stuff again. So 19| get kind of an idea of how it works.

20| consi der that as we go. 20 And the other thing, you know, just to
21 And then when we think access, this is 21| remnd ourselves, that there are tablets out there that
22| another area that is becom ng thankfully nore crowdled 22| are not iPads. |Pads tend to be predom nantly what we
23| with devices, but the idea of providing alternate access [23|tal k about, but there are others. The slide that's up
24|to nobile devices. So for your student who has a 24| now, the picture up -- that's up now shows ny -- ny

25| physical disability of sone kind and needs alternate 25| newest toy that | just recently got, which is a

Page 18 Page 20
1| access, whether it's through switches or other 1| Wndows 8 tablet, so not the surface tablet that Wndows
2| alternative pointer controls, are they able to get that 2| puts out, but just a regular Wndows 8 tablet put out by
3| access through their device? 3| Acer.

4 The pictures on this slide are all 4 And what's -- what's nice about that, by
5| different methods of interacting with the iPad or the 5|purchasing a little cable, and the cable shown on the
6|iCs devices. The bottomleft shows a device called the 6|side there -- it's a -- it's a micro USB OTG cabl e.

7| Pererro, which connects into your connector port and 7| That stands for "on the go." | can plug that OIG cable
g|then gives you a switch input jack that you can plug a glinto ny tablet, and then I can plug in any nouse | have
g|switch into. The bottomright shows you the device g|and control the cursor on that tablet. You know, so

10| called the Blue2, which is a Bluetooth device that 10| what | have is the ability to take that device and

11| allows you to do two-switch access into an iPad. 11| change it froma touch tablet to sonething that seens
12 And then the device on the top, which is |[12|nore like a standard conputer interface with a nouse or
13| that kind of silver, blue, and orange one, is called the |13|a track ball.

14| Tecla DOS, D-O-S. That -- that one is really 14 My next fun thing I"'mgoing to try is try
15|interesting, and that's the -- if | had to say I'm 15| that with a head pointer, with some type of -- with

16| coveting one of those devices right now, it is the Tecla|16|i Gaze, |'"mgoing to try, you know, to kind of broaden
17| device. That is really very cool |ooking and, according |17|the scope a little. 1've tried it with pretty basic

18| to the conpany, wll give you access to the entire 18| alternate access tools, and it's worked, different track
19| tabl et device, because that is part of our concernis | |19|balls, different nouse alternatives, different switch
20| can get switch access into a device, but what am| 20| inputs through that plug. |'ve given ne access to the
21| controlling once I get in there? 21| device. So think about that if alternate access is your
22 Do | have control over the whole device? |[22|issue. Mybe an i Pad doesn't nake the npbst sense.

23| Do | have control over the menus? Do | have control 23| Perhaps you | ook at one of these other tools.

24|only in apps? And even that, is it only certain apps, 24 Wiile |I'mshowi ng that as a W ndows
25|or is it every app? And those are the things we need to |[25]|tablet, you can also plug that same cable into an
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1| Android tablet too, and it will give you the sane 1| devices you have. On the screen nowis a picture of the
2| function, so you'll have the ability to do the sane 2|iPad versus a Kindle and the different types of
3|thing in an Android. Like if you have a Google Nexus 3| accessibility that's built into each.
4| tablet, that would work as well. 4 Knowi ng those features and know ng what's
5 And then sonething that | just started 5|available in those, everything from adjusting the size
6|playing with, so | can't give you any nore than just 6|of the font to the spacing on the Kindle to the array of
7| kind of a general "Gee, this is really cool" of this 7| access supports that are built into the accessibility of
glone. This is an app that's available for your iOS g|the i OS devices, know ng what's there, can you custonize
g|devices. |It's called Parallels Access, the same conpany | g|the user experience for your student and nmake sure you

10| that nekes Parallels that allows you to run W ndows 10| neet their needs with that device? And knowi ng the

11| programs on your Mac conputer. This is their newest 11| different features that are in there and how to do that.
12| product, which is called Parallels Access, which is an 12 Now, if our webinar would have been one
13| app that allows you to run computer prograns on your 13| day later and woul d have been tormorrow, we would all

14| i Pad. 14| have i OS 7 already, which is the update that's coning
15 So what you're seeing in the picture on 15| out tonorrow for your iPads and your iPhones and your
16| the left -- and | apol ogize for the darkness of the 16|iPad -- and your iPod -- sorry. That cones out

17| picture. [1'Il have to fire the photographer, which was |17/|tonorrow

18| nyself, but sorry about that. The idea with that is on |18 According to the early reports, iCS 7 is
19| ny iPad, I'mrunning Draft:Builder right now. And 19| going to have switch access build into it and also the
20| !'m-- I'"mable to work in Draft:Builder even though 20| ability to control things on the screen with your head.
21| Draft:Builder is living on ny |aptop. 21| And it's going to use the built-in canera to track your
22 I"'mable to performtasks through ny 22| head noverent, and then you'll be able to access apps.
23|iPad. | can add in information. | can save docunments. |[23|So that is sonething that -- as we start thinking about
24| 1t's basically mrroring ny conputer and allowing nme to |24|using these devices for students that have unique needs
25| have access to that. Really cool. 25| as far as accessibility, this is another nice option to

Page 22 Page 24
1 So you get a free trial, and then it -- 1| have.
2|it's a subscription-based service that you pay yearly. 2 And |'mcurious to see the depth of
3| And fromwhat |'ve been able to dig through the company 3| what's involved there and see how invol ved soneone coul d
4| website, it looks like it's about $50 a year to have 4| be and potentially use the accessibility features that
5|that, but a very nice option if you have students who 5lare built right in to actually neet their needs. WII |
6| need specialized AT software that there is no app 6|still need obviously to have some kind of plug to plug a
7|alternative to yet, but you want themto have access to 7|switch in? | nay. So I'mnot -- |'mnot even sure. |
g|it on a tablet. This is a really good solution. g|can't even tell you what this |ooks like yet, but I have
9 I'"mactually going to introduce this to a| gfto adnit, |"'mpretty excited to update ny iPad tonorrow

10| student I'mworking with tonorrow, because the school 10| and see what it |ooks Ilike.

11| has Draft:Builder. |It's a nmiddle school, and they use 11 I've already done the necessary backup.
12| Draft:Builder through a site license to do all their 12| There's nmy -- nmy warning to you too, that | just read an
13| witing assignnments. And he wants to use his iPad. And |13|article that said if you're going to nove fromiCOS 6 to
14| that's kind of the strategy we're going to use for him 14|i0S 7, make sure you've backed up your device, just in
15| to get through this. And so we're going to try using 15| case, because this is a big enough upgrade of your

16| Draft:Builder through his iPad, which will be really 16| operating systemthat there is some -- sonme -- | guess
17| exciting to see how that works. 17| some concern that this could potentially w pe your data
18 So stay tuned. Maybe -- maybe we'll get 18| or not retrieve your data.

19| sone -- follow ne on Twitter, and I'msure I'Il coment 19 So if you're going to do that on the
20|on it all the tinme as it's working. But it is actually |20|device, do it on one that is not your main device first
21| pretty cool, a nice option, something to consider. 21| maybe and see how it goes. |'ll be updating ny iPad to
22 Again, as we nove through and we keep 22|try it, and then I'Il nmove to ny phone after it and see
23| tal king about access, you have to be aware of the idea 23|if that works. So think about that. Spend the night
24| of the accessibility of the devices you' re working in 24| tonight backing up your phone before you go and do those
25| and what type of accessibility is built into any of the |25|updates, but a very interesting accessibility feature
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1| built into the newiGsS 7. 1| devel opnent, | started to remind themthat, "Hey, these
2 So we'll keep rolling. W'Ill keep 2|(things are -- think of it as an extension of your
3| tal king about the hardware now. And, again, if you have | 3|classroomconmputer. Wat can you do on-line with these?
4| any comments, throw themin there in the chat box, and 4| How can the students take notes? How can they go to a
5/we'll go fromthere. Qherw se, you get the feeling 5| website and share their notes with each other using
6|!1'1l just talk all day. If you guys keep sitting in 6|these little tablets?"
7| this chat room I'Il just keep talking until the day 7 Just because it doesn't have all the apps
g| ends. g|that their iPad has on it doesn't nean it's not an
9 We'll look at -- we'll talk about the g|effective tool for them so thinking about different
10| hardware, where we think about these tablet devices 10| ways to use them especially if you end up with some of
11| and -- and the picture on the screen is just a reminder |[11|these tools and have to come up with a plan of how to
12| that on the left is a man fromthe '80s or, as ny 12| use themin a classroom
13| children say to me, all the way fromthe '80s and all of |13 W ndows tablets are now coning full
14| the pieces of technology that have been replaced by our |14|force, and you' re seeing nore and nore push from-- from
15| tabl et devices now. And it's everything froma VCRto a |15[Mcrosoft to get their surface tablets out there.
16| videocanmera to a phone to a radio to a typewiter, a 16| They're doing things with -- they're reducing the costs
17| calculator. Al of the functions that used to be their 17| and they're offering to people tablets at a very, very
18| own separate devices now live in these tablet devices we |18]|reduced cost, but their version of the tablet
19| have at our fingertips all the time. 19| architecture with the tiles, and it's the same kind of
20 So the power is there. The trick is how [2Q|idea. Not nearly the amount of apps available that you
21| to harness that and use it effectively for our students |21 |would see in the i OS devices or even the Android
22| and nmake sure that they're able to do the tasks they 22| marketpl ace, but a fair number of tools out there.
23| have to. And so we think about some of the issues with |23|The -- the positive of these tablets, the Wndows
24| hardware. And this -- we'll just kind of walk through 24 |tablets, that |'ve seen in schools that are using them
25| thema little. 25|is that they will run native M crosoft applications.

Page 26 Page 28
1 Ever ybody knows the i Pad and the i OS 1 So if you're already using things |ike
2| devices. There's not a whole lot of nystery there 2| Wrd and Power Point and CQutl ook, those will run on those
3| because it is -- it tends to be the one area of device 3| devices and be a very natural fit for your student.
4|that is used the most. Mpst schools will do that. 4| There's no relearning there.
5| They' Il -- they'll enploy iPads when they're |ooking at 5 The other thing about Wndows 8 -- and |
6|a tablet initiative, but we -- | wanted to renind 6| kind of include this in. Here's another view of ny
7| everybody, there are others there. And sone of these 7| Wndows tablet that you saw before with the track ball.
g|others might make nore sense for a student you're g|!1f you have a tablet -- this is my Acer tablet, where |
9| working with. g|was able to plug in an external CD drive and |oad
10 And Android has a whole array of tablets |[1Q|software like a regular conputer.
11| as well, everything fromsonething |ike a Nexus tablet, 11 So now | was able to | oad the whole SOLO
12| which is a -- conparable to an iPad, to sone of the 12| Suite of software into my tablet. So ny Wndows tablet
13| other tools, like a Kindle Fire and the Nook, where they |13|runs SOLO. It runs Mcrosoft Ofice. So | can have
14| also run a version of Android. |It's a little different, |14|a -- a student using Wrd and have Co:Witer pop up in
15| but they do run a version of it, which may give your 15| front of it and have them have help as they're starting
16| student access to the tools they need. 16|to wite. So thinking about these different
17 And | have a school that | work with 17| architectures and how they run gives ne the function and
18| where they were gifted a -- a whole box -- | was going 18| that -- kind of that flexibility a little bit to mmc
19|to just say a whole load -- but it's a whole box of Nook |19|what a -- what a desktop conputer would do in a small
20| tablets. There were about 50 or 60 Nook tablets. And 20| tablet stance, so that little tiny 8-inch tablet, which
21| they weren't quite sure what to do with them because 21|is what that is.
22| they were so used to iPads and the architecture of how 22 So think about those as an option as
23| that works with apps that it took a while to figure out [23|well. And that -- that tablet was -- | think it was
24| how to inplenment these in the classroom But in working [24|%$300. So it has the ability to have things plugged in
25| with the teachers and doi ng some professional 25| the side like a flash drive. | can add in additional
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1| menory through an SD card. So there's a lot of these 1| these devices instead of a tablet." But sonmething to
2| other functions and features we need to consider and not 2| consider.
3|just automatically junp to an iPad potentially that 3 Are you using an eReader as your
4| mght not neet the needs of our student. 4| hardware? Perhaps you are, whether it's a dedicated
5 Ckay. Wile not truly a tablet computer, 5| device or one of the tablet eReader devices. So you're
6|! did want to add this in. And | -- | left it in on 6|l ooking at the -- the dedicated or the -- the E Ink are
7| purpose just to keep in nmind that this is a grow ng 7|the ones that will display in gray, so in the different
g|trend in schools, where schools are noving away from 8| shades of gray and bl ack, versus the tablets, which are
9| one-to-ones with a tablet and noving towards sonething g|closer to the functionality of an iPad. They give you
10| !ike a Chrome Book. And that's the picture on the 10| addi tional features. They give you the ability to put
11| screen. That's what that is, a Google Chrome Book, with [11|apps in there and different types of apps.
12| the idea that these are smaller, |aptop-shaped devices 12 The one thing | warn peopl e about when
13| that run the Chronme browser as their operating system 13| they think about eReaders as a support for students in a
14 And so that is becoming nore and nore 14| classroomas a tablet is be aware of the file fornats
15| ingrained in sone schools, especially schools that nove |15|that these devices use. As you can inmagine, as shocking
16| to having everything they do run through Google apps. 16| as it seens, if you buy an Amamzon -- if you buy a
17| So they use Google Drive for all of their witing and 17| Kindle, it wants to read an Amazon book. [If you buy a
18| assignnents. Those schools are noving to devices |ike 18| Nook, it wants to read a book from Barnes & Nobl e.
19|this. And, you know, in -- in ny state we're doing -- 19| Rarely do they want to read their other's content. They
20| we're preparing for the -- the high-stakes testing, the |20|want to stick with the content that brought themthere.
21| PARCC that's coning out soon, and nore and nore schools (21 So knowi ng that and being aware of the --
22| are using this platformas their technology platformfor |22|of the linitations of those devices. Read through, |ook
23| those -- testing, so that instead of buying tablets, 23| at the features that are there because -- |'ve had this
24| they're buying these devices in bulk and using themand |24|happen to me several times, where | will show up at a
25| incorporating themin. 25| school and a famly will have purchased the device they
Page 30 Page 32
1 Along the top of that slide you'll see 1|think will rmeet their student's needs -- their child's
2| the picture -- that's actually the -- a screen capture 2| needs, only to find that that's not a feature of the
3| fromny laptop, and you'll notice on the right-hand side | 3|device they bought.
4| past the address bar, all of those little buttons are 4 And I'mthinking specifically of text to
5|little different extensions that can be used to assist 5| speech, where like someone will buy a device thinking
6| students who struggle with reading and witing or maybe 6|it's going to read a book back to a student, and it
7| have a visual inpairnent. There are a |ot of GCoogle 7| doesn't because it's not a feature of that tool. And
8| apps and Googl e extensions that will give you the g|then they have this idea of: "Ch, well, now you just
9| function of a lot of the software tools we use for 9| bought something that's conpletely inappropriate because
10| students. 10| you got kind of all excited to nove forward with the
11 And -- and even one of the nicer ones, 11|tool, thinking that they all just talk, but they don't."
12| which has just gotten a really nice update is the read 12| So be aware of the -- of the features and what those
13| and wite application from T Textell, which will provide 13| devices have in them It could be very different.
14| text to speech. As the student types, it gives nme the 14 Things to remenber when you start
15| function to highlight, and it -- it has a lot of 15| thinking to inplement these tools -- and these are
16| built-in features that when I'musing the Google 16| al ways the things that tend to get forgotten.
17| docurments to use themas my word processor, | have all 17| Everything el se you're going to need to use this device.
18| those functions built in through the read and wite 18| Remenber, it's not included in the box, so if you're
19| extension, which nakes that a very powerful word 19| going to use these in a classroomand you're going to be
20| processing tool for a student who struggles with 20| projecting to share information with the group, how are
21| witing. 21|you going to do that? Maybe it's as sinple as an
22 So keep it in mind. That's nore of a -- |22]|adapter, which are the two white adapters on the left,
23| an awareness thing, like, "Ch, by the way, watch for 23|that will allow you to plug your iPad into a projector
24| these because they might pop up and you mght -- you 24| to show your nmaterials up on a screen.
25| might visit a school or a classroomthat has one of 25 Maybe you'll use sonething |ike an Apple
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1| TV, which will allow you to streamyour screen from your 1|Ato Z of apps and all of the apps that are out there.
2| 1-device wirelessly to the projector. And then on the 2| This is always the fun. This is where people will walk
3| other side there's -- one of the newer tools that's out 3|up to you and say, "I have 700 apps in ny iPad, and |
4| there is the Google Chronecast, which works with a |ot 4| have so many that |'mabout to buy another device to put
5|of the devices. And it's the same idea. It's a-- it's| §5|nmore apps onit."
6|a small thunb-drive size device that plugs into your TV 6 And then | will typically stare at that
7| through an HDM port, and then it allows you to stream 7| person and then say, "That's pretty cool, | guess. Wat
g| your device to the TV. g|do you do with those apps? Which ones are your
9 Pretty inexpensive. |It's only 35 bucks. g|favorites? How do you use this app?" and will point to
10| Pretty limted right now too, though. So | always warn |10]|one and talk.
11| people, be -- be aware that it's not going to stream 11 And sonetines there are instances where
12| everything. |'mone of those -- I'mofficially -- when |12|they can't tell you what they do with a certain app, but
13| you think of an early adopter, |I'man early adopter. 13| they just keep repeating over and over that they have
14| And that Chromecast | bought the first day it cane out, 14| 700 apps, which is fine. | would argue you're better
15| not even knowi ng what it would do. | just bought it 15| served by 7 well-placed apps than 700 apps that you got
16| because it seened really cool, and | wanted to have 16| because they were free on a Friday or you just
17| that, thinking | would be able to nmirror ny entire 17| downl oaded t hem because you got a free code to downl oad
18| device onto nmy big screen TV. And what | find is that 18| them
19|it's not built with that functionality yet. 19 Just having 700 apps on your device
20 It has several apps that it will stream 20| doesn't make the device effective for people. It just
21| 1t" 1l streamnusic and videos and novies. And it wll 21| makes it a bit of a bear to manage. So think about
22| stream your web browser, but it won't let ne go to the 22| that. Consider what your student's trying to acconplish
23| desktop of ny tablet and show apps that |'musing and 23| and go with the "less is nore" approach to things.
24| nove through different apps. 24 Find apps that work for them Perhaps
25 So just be aware of what those things do. |25|download a few that do the same thing and then explore
Page 34 Page 36
1| And if you don't want to spend nobney you're going to 1| the features of each and then pick one and then delete
2| regret later, be aware that those things will happen and | 2|the others. [It's okay to delete an app from your
3| those different features that they have. | go with the 3|device. It still lives in your account sonewhere. You
4| theory it was 35 bucks, and eventually |I'mhoping it's 4| can always get it back.
5|/ going to do what | want it to do anyway, so that's going | 5 And we've had that struggle with
6|to be okay. 6| teachers, where they watch ne del ete sonething and they
7 The other thing to consider, cases and 7| panic that it's gone forever. | say, "No, you can get
g| mounts. Does the person you're working with, the glit back. [It'lIl cone back, but right nowit's off your
9| student, need one of these tools in order to use this g|device. It's not needed right now."
10| device effectively? Do they need sonme way to carry it 10 Thi nk about the apps you're going to use
11| and protect it from being dropped? | don't know if 11| and then pick ones accordingly. And | always conpare
12| you' ve ever seen an iPad hit the ground and then look at |12|apps and device management to the Wld West. [It's just
13|its screen. It's pretty ugly when it turns back over 13| a free-for-all, how apps are placed on devices, how you
14|and it's all spider webbed out, and then all the glass 14| access them where -- where you use them when you use
15| falls out of it. It's very sad. 15| them whose device has what apps on them It is a
16 So do they need a case to protect it? Do |16|conplete and total free-for-all sometimes. And this
17| they need it nounted somewhere, on a wheelchair or a 17|slide is to remnd you to not be the Wid West, where
18| table? In -- on the slide there, they even show one 18|it's just conplete anarchy, but instead think about the
19| that allows you to attach your iPad to a golf cart, 19| plan of how a student's going to access this, especially
20| which might be a nice option for mobility. |If you have |[20Q]|if you start working in an environnent where there's an
21| someone who's going to be noving around a |ot and they 21|iPad for everybody and everybody has these tools and
22| want to take something that rolls to help perhaps with 22| what apps make the nost sense for everybody.
23| gait as wells as transporting this device, that's not a (23 And I'Il point you towards this idea of
24| bad option. Sonething to consider. 24| this Revised Bloonis Taxonony, where they -- you think
25 Al right. Let's talk about apps, the 25| about the areas that make sense when | ooking at an app
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1| and eval uating how effective this app is for what you're | 1|l"mworking with may al so need the ability to get
2|(trying to do. And does it give you -- does it mneet 2| specialized apps on their device. And what's the
3|these criteria of allow ng you to renenber and 3| process for doing that? How am| able to do that?
4| understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, and then 4 And that's a discussion to have with the
Slultimtely create? Does it give you this -- that 5| technol ogy people that roll these devices out for you --
6| functionality? And if it doesn't, what does it do for 6|is: "That's fine. I'mall for you managing it from
7| you? And does that still neet the need of what you're 7 | sonewhere el se. That's okay. But when that instance
8|l ooking at? g| comes where | need Co:Witer |oaded on -- on the iPad
9 On our w ki page that we have under g|for the student |'mworking with, what's the process to
10| the -- the tab -- or the -- the page that says "Apps, 10| do that? How do | get that on there? Do | have to go
11| Apps, and More Apps,"” there's a link there to an app 11| see somebody? Am| able to do it nyself? Do | have
12| evaluation rubric that Kathy Schrock put out, and 12| control of the Apple |.D. that's attached to that iPad?
13| that's actually the slide right now. That's her slide 13| And am | able to get an app on there, or do | need to
14| tal king about apps. | gave you the link to the PDF of 14| bring it back to be reimaged? |f they push out an
15| her app rubric. 15| update, will it erase all of the custom and specialized
16 It's the one | hand out to every teacher |1g|apps that |I'musing for the student |I'mworking with?"
17| when we start talking about whether an app is 17 Those are huge issues. And if you
18| appropriate for a student or not. O any time they 18| haven't had that happen yet to you, |'m happy for you.
19| downl oad a free app and they want to try it with a 19| ! think that's great. And I'monly telling you this
20| student, | ask themto go through this rubric and 20| because |'ve watched this happen, where we've worked on
21| determ ne how appropriate that app is for the student 21| different things and they've pushed out a new update to
22| they're working with using the scale on that rubric. 22| all of the devices and it's erased all of the work a
23| And it starts to give you a really good indicator of: 23| student has done because it lived in an app that went
24| Wile this app may seemcool and | really want it 24| away when the new i mage got pushed out. So consider
25| because it's nornally $10 but it's free today and | have [25|that. Make sure you're aware of that, what happens to
Page 38 Page 40
1|to use it with this student -- really kind of brings it 1| those unique situations that you might cone across.
2| back to the idea of matching what that app does to what 2 And then that kind of |eads us nicely
3| the student needs it to do, regardless of cost and 3|into this next step of: "How do | get apps on the
4| whether it was free for the next four hours. That 4| device? What's the process that's put in place?"
5| doesn't natter. 5 And schools do this differently, whether
6 And -- and I'mnot saying | don't do g|it is all about providing gift cards -- and | have a --
7| that, because when | see sonething that's free and it 7|1 have a school that does this, and they -- actually it
g|tends to cost noney and it even renotely looks like | g|works very, very well. They give -- they give the
9| mght use it, | download it to my account. | nay not g|teachers gift cards in certain denom nations, and
10| put it on ny iPad, but |I download it so | have it. And |1Q0|they've actually put this in their budget in -- in the
11| then I'1l put it on to explore it. But there's many 11| same line that they put -- I've lost the word. [|I'm
12| tinmes that 1'lIl1 downl oad those free ones on one of those |12|sorry. | can't think of the word. | was going to say
13| free days and then delete it a couple of days later 13| expendabl es, but that's not it. Like paper and all
14| because it just doesn't do what |'mhoping for it to do |14|that. It goes in --
15| for the student | night have thought of. So don't be 15 >> KIRK BEHNKE: Consunabl es.
16| afraid to get rid of those and consider making sure that |16 >> M KE MAROTTA: Thank you, Kirk. |
17| those apps are neeting the need that you were -- you 17| was waiting for you to help nme and save ne. Thank you.
18| were striving to neet when you started. 18 Consumabl es.  So they put those in that
19 When putting tablets in place for people, [19|line on the budget. And then when the teachers use that
20| especially for a school that's doing a one-to-one or a 20| noney up, there is a process -- for one school I'min,
21|roll-out of a lot of devices, one for each student, 21| there is a process where the teachers have to kind of
22| that's fine, but remenber, typically the students we're |22|docunment why they bought certain apps they did and how
23| working with are the students that mght have different |[23|they used it to neet their curricular goals. And then
24| needs than everybody else. So while a straightforward 24|if that seems appropriate for their director of special
25| roll-out of apps might work for everyone, the student 25| services, she will issue another gift card in a small
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1| anmount. And usually they're small amounts, about 20 1| QR code, which is those little boxes with all those
2| bucks at a tine. So they go through and they'l|l 2|squiggly lines init. The students could walk up to any
3| purchase these for classroomdevices and try them 3| painting or any piece of art and take a picture with
4| That's one strategy to do it, and that -- that works 4| their device, and it would bring themto a page on the
5| well for sone school s. 5| school's website that tal ked about the artist and how
6 O hers go with the idea of they're using 6| they went about doing that and their inspiration for
7| the iPads and they're doing the volune purchasing 7| what they -- what they painted or made or drew, whatever
g| program which allows themto purchase apps in a |arger glit was. But it was that interactive approach.
9| scale at sonetimes a discount and then push those out to| 9 The technology is not driving that,
10| peopl e through codes that they then redeemon their 10| because you know what? If you went to that art show
11| certain devices. Again, depending on the |evel of what 11| w thout a device, you could still go to that art show
12| you're tal king about here, the nunber of devices, the 12| and enjoy it. And then if you knew there was a website
13| nunber of apps you're thinking about, depends on how 13| you could go to or a -- or a book that you could read
14| schools will go and -- and try this. 14| through to see about the artists and |learn nore, you
15 As we can see just fromthe picture on 15| could do that. But the technology is facilitating that
16| the -- the flowhart for the vol une purchasing program 16| for soneone who nmight need that additional support. Not
17| as you nove through this process, there are people 17| driving the whole process but instead enhancing it for
18| involved at each step. There's a program nanager, a 18| your students, which | think is a really great way to
19| programfacilitator, an end user. There's other people |19|show a use of technology as far as inplementing it into
20| associated with the process. 20| a process.
21 Many times that program nanager or 21 So think about integration. Don't
22| facilitator is soneone in the school's technol ogy 22| necessarily tie it to a specific tool. You don't have
23| departnment. And are they willing to take that job on? 23| an iPad curriculum No, you have a curriculum and you
24| Are they going to be effective at doing that? So 24| enpl oy nobile devices to help you neet that curriculum
25| that -- that's a discussion logistically of how that 25| Because you may have students who come in with some
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1| works out. Not always an easy discussion but one that 1| other device, especially if it's a-- if it's a school
2| has to happen so that you nake sure that the apps that 2|or a district that does bring-your-own technol ogy. Then
3| are purchased end up staying in the device they were 3| we could go back to that WIld West picture.
4| purchased for. 4 Then it -- it, again, is a free-for-all,
5 And then finally, in our last few 5|and that makes you really consider: "Wat is it I'm
6| mnutes, we'll -- we'll talk about the idea of 6|trying to get across and will that work on any device
7|implenentation. |It's great. ©Ch, | have all these 7| soneone ties into my curricul um with?"
g|iPads. That's wonderful. | have all these tablet 8 And then the last bullet there is -- is
g|devices in ny classroom Wll, that's great, but what g|one of the nost critical ones. Find sone way to do
10| are you going to do with then? Just having the tools in|10|staff development for this, professional devel opnent.
11| the classroom does not make that nore effective for your [11|Encourage your teachers to -- to work collaboratively to
12| students. There has to be some systematic plan of what |12|cone up with ideas of -- of how to use these tools
13| you're going to do. 13| effectively in their instruction and how to build
14 And a lot of times, | will tell teachers, [14|norments that these technol ogy tools support their
15| " Think about the short term Don't worry about the long |15|instruction and not potentially take it over. And it
16| termright now Think of short. What is going to be 16| doesn't becone a conputer class but instead a class -- a
17| acconpl i shed? How are you going to integrate these 17| class that, oh, by the way, has conputers init. And
18| tools into what you're teaching in the class already? 18|that's a good way to look at it as well.
19| Don't let the technology drive your teaching but instead |19 Look at different types of opportunities
20| use it to help facilitate the |earning that happens in 20| for learning. |Is it sonething you could do at a staff
21| the classroom" 21| meeting where people get noments to just brainstorn?
22 The -- the picture on the slide thereis |22 -- 1 just recently -- | haven't done it yet, but | did
23| such a cool picture. The idea is that it's an art show [23|get a director to agree that at their special services
24| that happened in a school. And as they went and did the [24]|staff neetings that happen one day -- it's every two
25| art show, at the bottom of each picture, they attached a [25|nonths, they get a half of a day where they can all come
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1| together. And the next one |I'mgoing to be doing in 1| 11:00 to 12: 00, Central Time. And it's on Funding of
2| Cctober with them part of the day is going to be run 2| Assi stive Technology for K through 12 settings.
3| kind of ed camp style, where there is no -- there is no 3 Thank you so nuch, everyone. Thank you
4| set schedule but instead people will get together in 4| very nuch, and, Mke, again, thank you so nuch for a
5|l oose kind of informal groups and tal k about 5| great webinar. And we'll talk to you later.
6| applications that are interesting to them technol ogy 6 >> M KE MAROTTA: Thank you.
7| that's interesting to them 7 (End of Webinar.)
8 They -- they're going to drive the -- the | § Fokox oxox X
9| actual meeting. Al I'mgoing to do is stand there and 9
10| facilitate, nake sure they don't |eave the roomor run 10
11| away or do sonething else, but instead let themdrive 11
12| the learning on what they want to do in order to use 12
13| their tools effectively. So think about those 13
14| strategies to do that. 14
15 Well, there we go. W're at the end of 15
16| our hour. Like |I said, we could talk for another three |16
17| hours if we wanted to on each of these topics. You 17
18| have -- ny information is there, ny e-mail address, ny 18
19| Twitter handle. There's nmy website. [|f you have any 19
20| other questions, |'d be happy to answer them Hopefully (20
21|! have an answer. If not, | will find sonebody that has |21
22| an answer for you and get that out to you. 22
23 So with that, | say thank you very much 23
24| for your attention today. And are there any questions? (24
25 >> KIRK BEHNKE: | think | just want to 25
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1| echo what Angela at -- here at Region 4 said: "I also 1| STATE OF TEXAS
2| tell folks that they need to be able to articul ate how 2| COUNTY OF HARRI S
3| the tech (true for all tech, not just tablets) connects 3
4| and supports to the TEKS and the | EP." 4 I, Melodie |I. Thonpson a Certified
5 So | think that's a really great way to 5| Shorthand Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do
6|also end up our training for today for tablets for 6| hereby certify that the transcription contained herein
7| students. So thank you, Mke, very nuch for your 7| was reported by me in machi ne shorthand froman on-1line
g| presentation. 8| recorded webinar, later reduced to typewitten form and
9 | do want to draw everyone's attention 9| the above and foregoi ng pages constitute a true and
10| that this tablets4students. wikispaces.comwill still be |10|correct transcript thereof to the best of ny ability.
11| available to you after this live training. And, of 11
12| course, it will also be available on the recorded 12 Certified to by me this 24th day of
13| session, which will be housed on the Texas Assistive 13| Sept ember, 2013.
14| Technol ogy Network, which is Texasat.net. So please 14
15| tell your friends if they mssed it or whatever that, 15
Mel odie |. Thonpson
16| again, the recording will be available at Texasat.net 16 CSR No. 7039, Expires 12/31/2015
17| and then also will have a link to the wiki site as well. |17
18 And we certainly appreciate your 18| DepoTexas, |nc.
Texas CRCB Firm Regi stration No. 95
19| attendance today and your presence. So thank you so 19| 13101 Northwest Freeway, Suite 210
Houston, Texas 77040
20| nuch, Mke. Thank you, everyone, for coming today, and |[20](281) 469-5580
) (888) 893-3767
21| we appreciate your support. 21
22 And just to let you know that our next 22
23| webinar will be on Funding of Assistive Technology, and (23
24| that will be held on Decenber 3rd of 2013. And, again, (24
25|it will be just a one-hour webinar that'll be held from |25
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